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Welcome from RMFW’s President

Gree%ngs and welcoe to the 2023 Colorado Gold Conference, the

preier writers’ conference in the Rocky Montain region, sponsored

by Rocky Montain Fic%on Writers (RMFW).

On behalf of the RMFW Board of Directors, Conference Co-Chairs, and

Volnteers who bring this conference to life every year, I’ honored to

not only welcoe yo to or annal conference bt also to the

celebra%on of RMFW’s 40th Anniversary.

o are in for a special treat. Dring the next three days yo’ll be

exposed to exci%ng presenta%ons, prac%cal and in%ate workshops

and panels, and a line-p of great keynote speakers. Pls, yo’ll get to

eet literary agents, editors, and bestselling athors—who have been

assebled to give yo theost p-to-date infora%on abot the

pblishing indstry, the cra of wri%ng, and state-of-the art edca%onal sessions—all designed to take yor

wri%ng jorney to the next level of sccess.

Enjoy yor conference and best wishes on yor wri%ng jorney!

ZJ Czupor

RMFW President

New Attendees – Don’t Miss This! 
Please accepty special welcoe to this year’s Colorado Gold Writer’s

Conference. Every year, rst-%ersake p at least twenty-ve percent of

the aYendance. Forany of those, this will be their rst-ever writers’

conference. Besides the workshops, yo will have the opportnity to network

with other writers and indstry professionals. RMFW leadership and the

ebership hope yo enjoy the %e and accoplish the things yo need to

ove yor wri%ng career to the next level.

To that end,ay I invite yo to two events planned especially for

newcoers? First, at 8 p.. on Thrsday, Sept 7 joine for an inforal

gathering near the replace in the hotel lobby. This %e will allow yo to

eet other rst-%ers before things get going on Friday. Next, at noon on

Fiday, Sept. 8, we will have an oientaon meeng in Confeence Room I.

There, we’ll give yo %ps for naviga%ng the weekend, introdce yo to the

people yo shold know, and answer all yor qes%ons. There’ll be door

prizes and a special gi for one lcky soeone.

Pls, yo can retrn to Conference Roo I aer or kick-o speech for an aernoon of Ca= 101 pogamming geared

specically for new writers, shold that op%on call ot to yo. Please plan on joining s.

Kevin Wolf

RMFW Vice President and First-2me A5endee Liaison
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Special Guests 

David eska Wanbli Weiden, keynote
David Heska Wanbli Weiden, an enrolled ci%zen of the Sicang Lakota

na%on, was naed by the New ork Ties as one of “theost cri%cally

acclaied yong novelists working now.” His debt novel, Winter

Conts, was called a “once-in-a-genera%on thriller” by the Los Angeles

Ties, a “worthy addi%on to the brgeoning canon of indigenos

literatre” by Library Jornal, and one of the “best crie novels of all

%e” by Paradeagazine. His short c%on has appeared in neros

anthologies and has been selected for Best Aerican Mystery and

Sspense Stories. He teaches in the low-residency MFA progras at

Regis University, the Pan-Eropean MFA progra at Cedar Crest College,

and at the Lighthose Writers Workshop in Denver, and is a Professor of

Na%ve Aerican Stdies and Poli%cal Science at Metropolitan State

University of Denver.

Kiersten Modglin, keynote
Kiersten Modglin is an Aazon Top 10 bestselling athor of does%c and

psychological thrillers and aeber of Interna%onal Thriller Writers,

Novelists, Inc., and the Alliance of Independent Athors. Kiersten is a KDP

Select All-Star and a recipient of ThrillerFix’s Best Psychological Thriller

Award, Sspense Magazine’s Best Book of 2021 Award, a 2022 Silver

Falchion for Best Sspense, and a 2022 Silver Falchion for Best Overall Book

of 2021. She grew p in rral western Kentcky and later relocated to

Nashville, Tennessee, where she now lives with her hsband, daghter, and

their two Boston terriers: Cedric and Georgie. Kiersten’s work has been

translated intol%ple langages and readers across the world refer to her

as ‘The Qeen of Twists.’ A Nemlix addict, Shonda Rhies sperfan,

psychology fana%c, and indoor enthsiast, Kiersten enjoys rainy days spent

with her nose in a book.

Angie odapp, welcome speaker
Angie Hodapp is the Director of Literary Developent at Nelson Literary

Agency. She holds a BA in English and secondary edca%on fro the

University of Northern Colorado and an MA in English and conica%on

developent fro Colorado State University. A gradate of the Pblishing

Ins%tte at the University of Denver, she has worked in professional wri%ng,

edi%ng, and edca%on forore than twenty years. A freqent presenter at

wri%ng conferences and events, and the athor of Qery Cra and Do o

Need a Literary Agent, she loves helping writers iprove their cra and learn

abot the ever-changing world of pblishing.
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Agents, Editors, and Scouts 

Alec Shane: Wites House

Alec Shaneajored in English at

Brown University, a degree he

pt to iediate se byoving

to Los Angeles aer grada%on to

becoe a professional stntan.

Realizing that he prefers books to

breakaway glass, heoved to

New ork City in 2008 to prse a

career in pblishing. Alec qickly

fond a hoe at Writers Hose Literary Agency, where he has

been bilding his list since 2012.

Cuently seeing: In c%on, Alec is looking forystery,

thrillers (thogh he’s experiencing terrorist and Rssia fa%ge

at theoent), sspense, horror, historical c%on, literary

c%on, andiddle grade and yong adlt c%on. He doesn’t

want Roance, straight sci-, high fantasy, pictre books, self-

help, woen’s c%on, food, oreoir. Also adlt non-c%on.

Catch Alec dring his “Your Opening Pages: How to Make That

First Chapter Stand Out” workshop, Friday, Septeber 8, at

2:30 PM.

Benna English-Loeb:

Tansatlanc Agency

Brenna English-Loeb joined

Transatlan%c in 2019 aer

working for several years at

Janklow & Nesbit Associates and

Writers Hose, where she had

the pleasre of working with New

ork Ties bestselling and award-

winning athors acrossl%ple genres. Brenna grew p in

bea%fl Upstate New ork and stdied English and Theatre at

Bcknell University.

Cuently seeing: Adlt and crossover A science c%on,

fantasy,ystery and horror, adlt non-c%on.

Catch Brenna dring her “Methods for Visualizing Structure

and Pacing” workshop, Snday, Septeber 10, at 10 AM.

Eica Bauman: Aevitas Ceave

Erica Baan represents a wide

variety of athors acrossiddle

grade, yong adlt, and

parket adlt c%on. She is a

gradate of Johns Hopkins

University and has worked in the

pblishing indstry since 2012.

Prior to Aevitas, she worked at

Spectr Literary Agency. Based

in New ork, Erica isost interested in coercial novels that

featre an exci%ng preise and lyrical, atospheric wri%ng;

iagina%ve, genre-blending tales; specla%ve worlds lled

with han%ng, qietly wondrosagic; fresh retellings of

ythology, ballet, opera, and classic literatre; sharply fnny

ro-cos; graphic novels for all ages; fearless storytellers that

tackle big ideas and conteporary isses; and working with

and sppor%ngarginalized athors and stories that represent

the wide range of hanity.

Cuently seeing:Middle Grade; ong Adlt; Adlt

Uparket, SFF, and Roco.

Catch Erica dring her Query Le5er Workshop, Snday,

Septeber 10, at 9 AM.

Kisna Suon Lennon: Focused

Asts

Kris%na SYon Lennon was

naed a Pblisher’s Weekly Star

Watch Honoree in 2022. As CEO

of Focsed Ar%sts, which she co-

fonded, she represents athors

and screenwriters. Kris%na has

also represented clients as a

Talent Manager for Ci%zen Skll

and as a Fil/TV Agent for People Store. She recently served as

Director of Media Rights for Context Literary Agency. Kris%na

takes pride in her diverse slate of content and genre agnos%c

sco%ng. She earned her MFA fro Loisiana State University,

and is a prodeber of NALIP (Na%onal Associa%on of

La%no Independent Prodcers).

Cuently seeing:Woen’s Fic%on, Roan-tasy, Sci-Fi/

Fantasy, Pictre Books, Uparket
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Nii Tepilowsi: Holloway

Liteay

Nikki Terpilowski established

Holloway Literary in 2011. She

represents award-noinated and

best-selling athors in roance,

sothern c%on,ystery and

sspense. Nikki is based in North

Carolina.

Cuently seeing: Roance (sall town, historical), sspense

andilitary/poli%cal thrillers, lifestyle non-c%on (clinary,

hobbies, etc.) A fantasy and sci-, sothern c%on, epic

historical c%on in the vein of Poldark,agical realis,

western c%on.

Catch Nikki dring her “The Mindful Writer: Techniques for

Tapping Into Your Inner Crea2vity” workshop, Snday,

Septeber 10, at 9 AM.

Paticia Nelson: Masal Lyon

Liteay

Patricia Nelson is a literary agent

with Marsal Lyon Literary Agency

represen%ng all genres of yong

adlt andiddle grade c%on, as

well as woen’s c%on and

roance. Her clients inclde

bestselling and award-winning

athors, and her recent sales

inclde books placed with Pengin Rando Hose,

HarperCollins, Macillan, and Sion & Schster, aong

others. She holdsaster’s degrees fro the University of Texas

at As%n and the University of Sothern California and has

previosly taght literatre and wri%ng at the college level.

Cuently seeing: A c%on (all genres),iddle grade c%on

(all genres), parket c%on, woen’s c%on, roance.

Catch Patricia dring her "8 Rookie Submission Mistakes (and

how to avoid them)” workshop, Friday,

Septeber 8, at 1:30 PM.

Rebecca Schee: Jane Rotosen

Agency

Rebecca Scherer began her

pblishing career at JRA in 2010

while earning a BA in English

Literatre, Poli%cal Science, and

Geran fro the Macalay

Honors College at Hnter.

Iediately pon grada%ng,

she was oered the niqe

opportnity to work within each departent at the agency to

gain a deep nderstanding of the bsiness before going on to

becoe an agent. A lifelong New orker with a tre head for

nbers, Rebecca bridges her taste in literatre with her

bsiness acen to coprehensively advocate for her athors.

Cuently Seeing:Woen’s c%on, crie/ystery, sspense,

book clb c%on, and parket/literary-leaning c%on.

Agent Pitch Sessions 
These 10-inte, one-on-one sessions

are schedled in advance based on

choices yo ade at registra%on and

oer conference aYendees the chance to

pitch theiranscript to par%cipa%ng in-

person and virtal agents. Pitch

appointents will be provided at

registra%on.

Or Pitch Master, Jonathan Chisan, will

have open hors

10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Fiday

to reschedle or poten%ally schedle new

pitches on Friday in front of the Ballroo.

On Satrday, arrive early for yor schedled

%e to hang ot in the pitch longe in front

of the Ballroo, where pitches will take

place all day on Satrday betweeneals.
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Thursday Intensive Programs 
These classes require pre-registra2on with an added fee.

8:30-10:15 .m. Block One

10:15-10:30 .m. Coee nd Sncks

10:30 .m. -12:15 p.m. Block Two

12:15-1:24 p.m. Buet Lunch

1:45-3:30 p.m. Block Three

3:30-3:45 p.m. Brek

3:45-5:30 p.. Block For

5:30-6:30 p.. Happy Hor in the Borealis

Conference Room I

Intemediate Novel Wing: Fom Finished to Fabulous

This op%onal Intensive is for writers who have nished a novel

— or two — bt want to elevate their cra to createore

polished and sccessfl novels in the ftre. RMFW has

broght in wri%ng, edi%ng, and pblishing professionals to help

these interediate writers lanch theselves into the next

stage of their cra.

1. “How to Get or Plot Working As a Whole” with Rachel

Weaver

2. “World as Character: Bringing or Seung to Life” with

Cortney E. Morgan

3. “Main Character Wri%ng: Richer, Ronder, Fller” with Traci

Jones

4. “Let’s Get In%ate: Working With Narra%ve Distance” with

Tiany Qay Tyson

Conference Room II

Indie Publishing Bootcamp: Lean fom the WOTYs

The choice between indie and tradi%onal pblishing isore

open and personal than ever before. This op%onal Intensive is

for writers with a copletedanscript who are strongly

considering indie pblishing. All for indie-pblishing pros are

forer RMFWWriters of the ear!

1. “Roll Up or Sleeves: Doing the Grnt Work of Wri%ng or

Novel” with Ay Rivers

2. “Knowing or Pblishing Op%ons as an Indie Athor” with

BernadeYe Marie

3. “Revision and Edi%ng for Indie Athors” with Stephanie

Reisner

4. “Bild or Fonda%on with Facebook Ads” with Andre

Gonzalez
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Happy Birthday, RMFW! 
Fonded in 1984, Rocky Montain Fiction

Writers celebrates the organization’s 40th

anniversary in 2023. In addition to special

conference prograing, or anniversary

coittee has collected or history and

ebereories into a book. Ruby in the

Rockies: Celebrating 40 Years of RMFW is

available starting Sept. 7 on Aazon and in local

stores for $16.99/each. Liited copies are

available in the conference bookstore now!

New for 2023, Colorado Gold is sing Sched for or

conference prograing, whicheans there is no

visal schedle in this progra. See conference

prograing visally via Sched on or site at

mfw.og/confeence-2023-schedule

or via the Sched app downloaded on yor device.

Via Sched, yo can sort or prograing by day, by

roo, by level of class or by teacher, and yo can

create a csto schedle to keep yorself on track.

Search for Sched in yor app store.



Friday Morning Masterclasses  

These classes require pre-registra2on with an added fee.

8:00 - 11:50 AM

Conference Room I

0 to 60: Fix Poblems with Pacing and Rev Things Up

Stant Litore

How do yo avoid the slow start, the saggyiddle, the

nsa%sfying ending—and how do yo rev p the speed

at jst the rightoents, give jst the right aont of

pase for breath, and play with readers’ expecta%ons in

ways that both bild sspense and provide a sa%sfying

payo? Jp into this session for Stant Litore’s

exhilara%ng crash corse on pacing in c%on.

Conference Room II

How Asts Game System: A Study in Posioning YouWo

Molly McGhee

Back by Poplar Deand! Thearket for books is shrinking.

Selling one is even harder now than it was in the past. In this

for horaster class we’ll look at how to posi%on yorself to

sell yor work – withot sacricing the boldness of yor voice

and vision. This is a class that ais to epower athors, bild

their condence, and ebolden the to approach the book

world as they want to, not as is deanded of the.

Conference Room V

Liteay Foensics: Reading Lie a Wite

Gary McBride

or favorite athors can teach yo how to write yor novel

once yo learn how to read their novels like a writer. This

aster class introdces yo to Literary Forensics techniqes

that yo can apply to any novel with a focs on ncovering

techniqes yo can then apply to yor own wri%ng.

Conference Room IV

Smile, You DON’T have to Be on Camea: Video Maeng fo

Authos

Caitlin Berve

Video is theost powerflarke%ngedi today, and

there are book-loving, reader-lled coni%es wai%ng for

yo. In this workshop, we’ll cover how to record and edit with

yor phone, whataYersost when ling, types of videos

yo canake, and where to pload yor content. o’ll leave

class with a video!

Aurora IV

The Wodsmith’s Guide to Voice and Style

Angie Hodapp

An athor’s dis%nct wri%ng style and narra%ve voice tend to

develop over %e, with eqal parts ar%s%c ins%nct, aYen%on

to other athors’astery, and awareness of genre and

adience. In thisasterclass, yo’ll work to discover and

develop yor own niqe wri%ng style as it relates to the types

of stories yo want to tell and the types of readers yo want to

reach.
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The Colorado Authors League (CAL)

supports and promotes its community of

published writers while connecting with

and adding value to the reading world.

Formed over 90 years ago, published authors be-

come members to:

• Keep up with changes in the craft of writing,

publishing, and marketing.

• Gain greater visibility for their writing – CAL is

dedicated to promoting its authors and their

works.

• Find like-minded people who love writing, and

with whom they can trade their knowledge and

experience.

• To participate in collaborative books, communi-

ty projects, contests, and retail booths.

Find out more at coloradoauthors.org.

Now accepting applications from book illustrators

and cover designers!



Bookstore Hours 
The Bookies has set p shop at or conference! The tables are fll of yor favorite RMFWebers’ and conference

presenters’ works. Whether for entertainent, inspira%on or cra instrc%on, or conference bookstore has yo

covered. Find the in the Cafe Lounge at the following %es:

➢ Fiday, Sept 8: Noon to 9:30p

➢ Satuday, Sept 9: 8a to 6:30p

➢ Sunday, Sept 10: 8a to Noon

Conside helping BooGive, the chaitable am of The Booies! BookGive donates

thosands of books to organiza%ons and facili%es all over the Denveretro area.

Spport the by bringing a book, or books, to donate to BookGive dring the

conference, or se QR codes posted in the bookstore to donate fnds. Learnore at

hYps://bookgivedenver.org.

Want to write quietly? 

Feeling inspired and need an area to jst write? Head to

Confeence Room VII, which is dedicated to qiet wri%ng

throghot the conference on Friday aernoon,

Satrday, and Sndayorning.

Want to network and chat? 
Feeling inspied and need an aea to just wite? Head to

Confeence Room VIII, which is dedicated to discssions,

networking and other non-silent ac%vi%es on Friday

aernoon, Satrday, and Sndayorning.

NOTE: This roo becoes the vene for or openic

night on Friday evening.

Newcomers’ Welcome and Orientation 
12:15-12:50 p.m.

Conference Room I

Kevin Wolf

Welcoe, conference newcoers! Join Kevin Wolf for an orienta%on abot what to expect fro the conference, how to navigate the

schedle and yor %e, and other per%nent infora%on. Also: door prizes!!

Welcome Ceremony 
1-1:20 p..

Arora Ballroo

Special gest, Angie Hodapp

Join s in theain ballroo as we kick o the conference with door prizes, a welcoe

fro or president, and a welcoe speech fro or special gest, Angie Hodapp. A

long%e RMFWeber and poplar conference presenter, Angie will orient s for the

weekend and kick-o or 40th anniversary party.
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The Workshops 

Note: Beginner, interediate and professional designa%ons areeant to correspond to the

adience’s experience with wri%ng, not the topic in qes%on. For exaple, classes on exper%se

(likear%al arts or the legal syste) are classied as beginner level becase even novice

writers can se the infora%on, even thogh the workshopsight provide expert-level

infora%on within their discipline.

• Beginne: Introdc%on of basic concepts, dening coon ters, a general overview

of a topic, or a focs on geung started.

• Intemediate: AYendees at this level know the basics and want to grow frther.

• Advanced: AYendees at this level areost likely pblished – either independently or

tradi%onally – and are in need of tools and techniqes to pt it all together as well as

career-level considera%ons.

These categories are only gides, and yo need not have previos knowledge/experience of a

topic to aYend any workshop. A oor plan can be fond at the end of this progra.

9
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Friday Afternoon: 1:30-2:20 p.m  

Aurora III

PANEL: As A Po - Hosted by PAA

1 hor - Interediate

Andre Gonzalez, Stephanie Reisner, Bernade5e Marie, and

David. R. Slayton

Have yo ever wanted to ask a grop of professional athors

anything abot wri%ng/pblishing? Join the Professional

Athors' Alliance for a casal conversa%on with for indstry

pros ready to answer any and all of yor qes%ons!

Aurora IV

Know You Ending - How a Kille Outline Elevates Stoy

2 hors - Beginner

Rob Samborn

This is the c%on otlining workshop yo've been looking for!

Perfect for thriller,ystery, fantasy, roance and other genre

writers. Take yor wri%ng to the next level and rapidly increase

yor wri%ng %e by knowing where yo're going with this

hands-on class in which yo'll learn tools and techniqes to

create aazing otlines.

Conference Room I

Building the A

1 hor - Beginner, Cra 101 track

Shannon Baker

Bless pantsers and theiragical powers. For Mggles, this

workshop oers a plan. Learn to plot sing a for-part

strctre, inclding eightilestone scenes. We’ll discss what

to pt where, the scenes needed to create exci%ng beginnings,

avoid saggingiddles, and bring sa%sfying endings.

Conference Room II

8 Rooie Submission Mistaes (and how to avoid them)

1 hor - Advanced

Patricia Nelson

Learn abot coon pimalls of qeries and rst chapters,

along with a crash corse in best prac%ces for catching an

agent's eye. Whether yo're jst star%ng to prepare to seek an

agent or are looking to trobleshoot a qery that's not

working, this class oers %ps and tricks to help take yor

sbissionaterials to the next level.

Conference Room III

Conqueing the Fist Da=

1 hor - Beginner

Ryanne Glenn

Draing can be hard and a lot of writers strggle with geung

words on the page. This workshop will give yo %ps foraking

yor wri%ng %eore ecient, stayingo%vated throgh the

draing process, and pung the fn back into draing.

Conference Room IV

Pacing Pointes: How to Keep You Scenes fom Stalling

1 hor - Interediate

Kendra Grin

In this session, we’ll discss horizontal and ver%cal storytelling

techniqes, how to iden%fy the, and when to se these

odes to iprove the pacing and perspec%ve in yor scenes.

Conference Room V

Beyond Exposion to the "Live Wie" in You Stoy

1 hor - Interediate

Stant Litore

Finding the "Live Wire" in or Story is abot how we rethink

the way that we describe characters, seungs, ac%on, and

eo%ons in ways that electrify the reader.

Conference Room VI

Obseve, Ceate, Wite

1 hor - Beginner

Peggy Waide

Ideas coe to s all the %e. Bt how do yo rst develop the

strctre behind the story to avoid ondering. In this

workshop, we will start with thoseoents of inspira%on

then add basic eleents to shape that idea into a workable

fonda%on to keep yo fro wandering far fro yor

storyline.

10



Friday Afternoon: 2:30-3:20 p.m. 

Aurora III

Cique Patne Round Up

2 hors - Beginner

Ryanne Glenn

Looking for a cri%qe partner? Coeeet others that are

looking for yo! Meet other writers in an inforal, speed

da%ng style gathering.

Aurora IV

Know You Ending

Second hor

Conference Room I

How to be the Achitect of YouWold

1 hor - Beginner, Cra 101

Susanne Du

Many beginning writers strggle withaking their worlds

interconnect, be sybio%c with all the necessary eleents,

and overallake sense. A well bilt world can also help drive

plot. This workshop willake the realis%c and genine.

Conference Room II

Quey LeeWoshop

1 hor - Interediate

Erica Baumann

A workshop to discss what goes into a qery leYer and

how agents %lize the when considering a writer for

representa%on. Discssion will cover all the parts of a

qery leYer, the necessary infora%on an agent is

looking for, and how to condense the plot of yor novel

into a sccinct pitch. AYendees can bring their own

qery leYers for grop discssion and cri%qe.

Conference Room III

The White Hot Coe of ChaacteMovaon

1 hor - Interediate

Mark Stevens

Stories consist of a series ofoents with endless choices.

Whatakes the characters do anything? How does eo%on

play a role in the choices yor charactersake? To avoid

having a story read like a series of plot points, writers can se

the power of theoent.

Conference Room IV

Twist The 5 Love Languages To Develop Chaactes and Build

Tension

1 hor - Interediate

Kelley Lindberg

The Five Love Langages books introdced 5 ways people

express love in any rela%onship (roan%c or non-roan%c!).

We’ll explore the 5 love langages, see pblished exaples,

and learn how to se love langages to enhance yor

characters, deepen their interac%ons, and bild tension in a

scene.

Conference Room V

Dialogue and the Bac Stoy Dump

1 hor - Beginner

Bernade5e Marie

In this workshop we will explore the se of dialoge to get all

of that jicy backstory ot into the open withot the dreaded

info-dp.
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Conference Room VI

Revising You Novel: Tuning YouWod Swamp into a

Bellagio Fountain

1 hor - Interediate

LS Hawker

or novel's nished! Now coes the hard part--revising. The

overwheling aont of advice ot there (not toen%on

yor own self-dobt) can paralyze yo into inac%on. This

workshop will give yo a checklist, strategies, and tools to

transfor yor word swap into a Bellagio fontain.

Friday Afternoon: 3:30-4:20 p.m.

Aurora III

Cique Patne Round Up

Second hor

Aurora IV

Taccal Wing

2 hors - Interediate

Carol Berg and Susan Mackay Smith

Carol Berg and Ssan Mackay Sith will provide new

perspec%ves for considering theysteries andechanics of

the c%on wri%ng cra careflly planned ac%ons for achieving

specic ends in c%on.

Conference Room I

Point (of View) Taen

1 hor - Beginner, Cra 101

Laurie Marr Wasmund

Choosing a point of view is ast for any athor of c%on.

Who is telling the story and why? It isn't always siple to

decide. We'll look at the dierences between points of view;

how to nderstand the rhetorical sita%on of a piece;

narra%ve distance; and the iportance of voice.

Conference Room II

How to Get You Boo onto Boostoe Shelves

1 hor - Advanced

Joshua Clark

Learn the do's and dont's for pitching bookstores to get yor

book on their shelves. Whether yo're tradi%onally or

independently pblished, yo'll discover %ps and tricks, book

reqireents, and proper e%qeYe fro an indie bookstore

byer so that yor book can get in the hands ofore readers.

Conference Room III

Embace the Powe of the Pen, But Wite Responsibly

1 hor - Interediate

Amy Rivers

With great wri%ng coes great responsibility. Whether or not

yo’re wri%ng realis%c c%on, every %e yor book is read,

the reader is learning soething. Thogh yo ay not intend

it, and the reader certainly didn’t sign p for it, they s%ll gain

valable perspec%ve fro c%onal novels.

Conference Room IV

Reading Lie a Wite I: Undestanding Stuctue

1 hor - Beginner

Gary McBride

We’ve all heard that reading iproves or wri%ng. Bt *how*

we read is jst as iportant as *what* we read. This 1-hor

workshop covers Literary Forensics techniqes to analyze

for and strctre, with a focs on discovering techniqes

we can apply to or own wri%ng.

Conference Room VI

Naave Distance 101

1 hor - Beginner

Rachel Delaney Cra]

Narra%ve distance is the lens throgh which readers see yor

story. Zooing in flly ierses readers in yor character’s

head; zooing ot provides a broader,ore objec%ve view.

This class will teach aYendees how to control this lens, scene

by scene, to keep readers trning pages.
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Writer of the Year Banquet and 

Keynote Address by Kirsten Modglin 
6:30-8:30 p..

Arora Ballroo

Friday night's banqet hosted by Z.J. Czupo will inclde:

• Presenta%on of the PEN Awards by or PAA Liaison, Ande Gonzalez

• A speech by the 2023 RMFWWriter of the ear

• A keynote address by Aazon Top 10 athor Kiesten Modglin.

Be sre to look arond the roo and nd a seat at a hosted table with one of or visi%ng VIP gests!

Author Signing Event 

8:30-10:30 p..

Bookstore Cafe Lounge, Conference Room V and the

Conference Foyer

A;er Friday's banquet, the conference bookstore expands into

a book fair featuring dozens of local RMFW authors. Buy books

and get them signed, meet writers you admire, and chat while

you partake from the cash bar.

Writer Open Mic 

8:30-10:30 p..

Conference Room VIII

Hosted by an RMFW author, this open mic oers a chance to

hear rst pages from works-in-progress and published novels,

or read from your own book or WIP. You'll never nd a

friendlier audience for a reading than at Colorado Gold!

Saturday: Birds of a Feather 
Flock together with fellow writers! Birds of a Feather sessions are inforal conversa%ons hosted by an

RMFW professional that gather writers who work in the sae genre. Ask qes%ons, network, nd new

friends, and share abot the latest developents in pblishing and yor genre. All these sessions will be

in Boadoom A.

➢ 8-8:50 a.. — Historical Fic%on with Larie Marr Wasnd

➢ 9-9:50 a.. — Science Fic%on with Todd Leatheran

➢ 10-10:50 a.. — Fantasy with Caitlin Berve

➢ 11-11:50 a.. — Western with Kevin Wolf

➢ 1:30-2:20 p.. — Horror/Thriller with Andre Gonzalez

➢ 2:30-3:20 p.. — ong Adlt and Middle Grade with TBD

➢ 3:30-4:20 p.. — Sspense with L.S. Hawker

➢ 4:30-5:20 p.. — Roance with Mariah Ankenan

14



Saturday Morning: 8-8:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

Just a Flesh Wound: How to Wite Fantasc Bales

1 hor - Interediate

TH Leatherman

At the %e, the inven%on of the sword was cung-edge

technology. Bt what does it take to wield a sword, or a rie?

We'll go into wri%ng believable, engaging ght scenes.

Aurora IV

Sceenwing 101: This Stoy Would Mae a Geat Movie!

2 hors - Beginner

Karen A. Lin

Screenwri%ng is a dierent beast. Bt wri%ng a featre-length

or short script is not as togh as oneight think. Learn how

to write a screenplay, abot story expecta%ons, hooks,

representa%on, protec%ng yor work, pitching, conslta%on

verss coverage, resorces and how the indstry works.

Conference Room I

Avoiding Common Mistaes of Self-Publishing

1 hor - Interediate

Laura VanArendonk Baugh

Today it’s siple to pblish

with the click of aose. It’s

not qite as easy to establish

a good wri%ng career. Bad

advice abot wri%ng, edi%ng,

arke%ng, and rela%ng to

fellow athors is everywhere.

Let Lara warn yo abot

soe of theost coon

errors.

Conference Room II

Images as beauful as you

wods - Photogaphy fo

Authos

1 hor - Beginner

Nicole Kramer

To reain in the pblic eye,

writersst spportl%ple

socialedia plamors, and

iages do that best. We'll

create iages and experient

with ways to create eye-

grabbing content sing fast

and easy tools yo already

have. Leave this workshop

with post-worthy content!

Conference Room III

Don't Buy a Mansion Just Yet - Managing YouWing

Caee fo Longevity

1 hor - Interediate

Stephanie Reisner

Very rarely can athorsakeoney in one genre for an

en%re career. In this workshop, discover theyriad of ways

professional athors can bild on, and MAINTAIN a ve to six

gre wri%ng career for a decade orore.

Conference Room IV

Complicaons of Cultue: Avoiding Cultual Appopiaon in

the Histoical Novel

1 hor - Interediate

Paela Nowak

This workshop explores what cltral appropria%on n is and

what it isn’t, explores research sorces, and discsses how to

reconcile diering versions of the trth. It also explores the

dicl%es in nding cross-cltral voice once the research is

done and the wri%ng begins.

Conference Room V

The Wite's Bain Bea

1 hor - Beginner

Amy Armstrong

Take soe %e to de-stress

with gided iagery and

learn abot how to create a

self-care plan that

incorporates the seven types

of rest we all need to feel

restored.

Conference Room VI

Ceate the Wing Life of

You Deams with the CAN

DO Fomula

1 hor - Beginner

Claire L. Fishback

Create yor wri%ng life!

Cl%vate a sstainable wri%ng

habit withot sacricing the

iportant parts of yor life,

ake theost of yor wri%ng

%e, stop nega%ve thoghts

and other interrp%ons fro

stealing yor %e, show p to

write noaYer how brain

dead, %red, or distracted yo

are!
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Saturday Morning: 9-9:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

PANEL: Censoed

1 hor - Beginner

ZJ Czupor, Andre Gonzalez, Kelley Lindberg, and Johnny

Worthen

Censorship is on the rise. Fro sensi%vity readers, to banned

books, to sani%zing classics, the charged poli%cal cliate is

taking a toll on athorship. How is this aec%ng pblishing?

What does a writer need to know?

Aurora IV

Sceenwing 101: This Stoy Would Mae a Geat Movie!

Second hor

Conference Room I

Success with Standalones

1 hor - Interediate

Keirsten Modglin

Forany athors, we oen hear that series are the best (and

soe%es only) way to reach readers and bild a career. In

this class, yo'll learn ac%onable steps, %ps, and tricks to plan,

lanch, andarket standalone novels.

Conference Room II

Using Canva to Up You Pomo Game

1 hor - Advanced

Mariah Ankenman

Ever wonder abot those aazing graphics yo see athors

sing to proote their books? Learn how to se Canva to p

yor proo gae and get readers excited abot yor stories

fro athor Mariah Ankenan.

Conference Room III

Don't Buy a Mansion Just Yet - Managing YouWing

Caee fo Longevity

Second hor

Conference Room IV

Myths, Ghosts, and Gods: The Divine in Speculave Ficon

1 hor - Beginner

Carol Berg

We'll explore the reasons writersight oright not want to

inclde eleents of religion/gods/spiritality in their

worldbilding. We’ll cover story eleents and how to avoid

coon pimalls when developing belief systes that can be

very personal to or characters and or readers.

Conference Room V

Viewing Youself Though the Page: Gaining Pespecve fo

Self-Eding

1 hor - Interediate

Kendra Grin

This session will help par%cipantsake sond decisions

abot where to begin edi%ng their WIP and when to ask for

help. Most iportantly, it will help writers prac%ce soe

etac%onal skills so that we can trick or brains into

approaching or own pages with a fresh edi%ng perspec%ve.

Conference Room VI

Opening the Doo—Why, When, and How to Wite Sex Into

You Stoies

1 hor - Beginner

Stacy Gold

Sre, wri%ng sex can be all of that in the beginning. It can also

be a ton of fn, and a fantas%c tool for deepening yor

characters and their stories. In this rondtable workshop we’ll

analyze a few good and bad exaples of sex on the page, and

I’ll sharey secrets for wri%ng sex scenes and sexal tension

thatakes readers salivate.
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The Pofessional Authos Alliance

and PEN Awads

RMFW’s Professional Athors Alliance (PAA)

is an inclsive, dynaic conity forebers who are

also pblished athors. Benets inclde inclsion in

oreber book list on or website, an ac%ve coni-

ty for, event opportni%es sch as RMFW tables at Fan

Expo, possible inclsion in RMFW’s “It’s a Book”ailer,

and opportni%es for networking and collabora%ng with

other athors.

To qalify for PAAebership, RMFWebersst

deonstrate $250 of royal%es or advance payents for

tradi%onally pblished books

or $1,000 in total retail sales

for indie pblished books.

Once adiYed, PAAebers

are each given a PEN award

engraved with their nae to

celebrate the occasion. For

details or to join, eail

paa@rfw.org.



Saturday Morning: 10-10:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

Imagining a wold that suvives (and thives) past the climate

cisis (Geneave Woshop)

1 hor - Beginner

Kate Christensen

The qote “It is easier to iagine the end of the world than

iagine the end of capitalis,” is a call to ac%on for writers.

Let’s heed it together! Bring yor paper and sharpened pencils.

Hope for the ftre is helpfl bt not reqired - we’ll create it

as we go.

Aurora IV

Wing fo Today's Teens

2 hors - Interediate

Tasha Christensen and Rachel Delaney Cra]

How do yo write A when yo’re jst an A(dlt)? In this class,

we’ll discss how to se A tropes, incorporate diversity, and

ensre yor slang isn’t dated. We’ll learn how to cra a deep

POV and athen%c A voice to give teens the p-close-and-

personal reading experience they crave.

Conference Room I

Ceang You NewMedia Self

1 hor - Beginner

Trai Cartwright

How do yo develop the best possible digital storytelling and

arke%ng capaigns to express who yo are and connect

eaningflly with yor adience? In this workshop, we’ll

discss the fll range of newediaarke%ngedis yo

have available and how very siple it is to get started sing

the.

Conference Room II

Judging a Boo by Its Cove

1 hor - Advanced

Joshua Clark

A book isore than it's cover bt yo ight never get the

chance to prove that to a reader if they aren't en%ced by yor

cover art. Learn why a good cover is iportant and what it can

do for yor book.

Conference Room III

Had vs So= Magic Systems

1 hor - Beginner

Ryanne Glenn

Crea%ng yor ownagical syste is a place where yor

crea%vity can trly shine; or yo ight fall into coonly sed

tropes. By deningagic systes on a spectr, yo can help

advance plots and create copelling thees while keeping

yor adience riveted.

Conference Room V

It Ain’t No Cime

1 hor - Beginner

Shannon Baker

Crie c%on ranks second only to roance as theost

poplar genre. It’s iportant to nderstand cra essen%als.

We’ll explore whatakes aystery aystery and readers’

expecta%ons, discss copelling characters, strctring,

pacing, cles and red herrings, point of view, and voice.

Conference Room V

Kill You Dalings

2 hors - Interediate

Cynthia Swanson

Stephen King faosly said, “Kill yor darlings, even when it

breaks yor egocentric liYle scribbler’s heart.” We’ll explore

wri%ng eleents that are painfl to reove, althogh reoval

can strengthen or wri%ng. If yo’re strggling to strealine a

anscript, this workshop is for yo!

Conference Room VI

Stat You Publishing Caee with Shot Ficon

1 hor - Beginner

John M. Campbell

This workshop is for beginning writers interested in sing short

stories to iprove their cra and gain a foothold in pblishing.

John M. Capbell presents resorces for learning yor cra,

iden%fyingarkets for yor genre, geung paid, and actally

seeing yor work in print.
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RMFW’s Silent Aucon is a long-standing

fundaise fo the oganizaon’s youth wite

scholaships and geneal oganizaonal out-

each. The tables ae stoced with goods and

sevices tageted towad wites and in-

cludes memoabilia, gi= cecates fom

sponsos, gi= basets and moe. The aucon

closes at 10 p.m. on Satuday. Winnes will

be posted on Sunday moning and payment

by cedit o debit expected by 1 p.m. Sunday.



Saturday Morning: 11-11:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

PANEL: Fist Boo Panel

ZJ Czupor, Paulia Hunter, S.M. Dapelo, Kathleen Donnelly, and

Natasha Gonzalez

The RMFW President hosts a discssion withebers who

pblished their rst book in the last year. Learn what the

arket is like fro those crrently in the trenches.

Aurora IV

Wing fo Today's Teens -

Second hor

Conference Room I

Suviving as an Ast

1 hor - Interediate

Molly McGhee

In this workshop, McGhee will discss how to develop and

aintain an ar%s%c prac%ce,anage disappointents, track

progress, create ritals, and nd crea%ve rhyth all in service

of cople%ng abi%os projects. McGhee will work with

each stdent to teach the how to tackle coon probles

like writer's block and the (oen soca%ng) self-jdgent

that coes with any crea%ve prac%ce. This talk will be

par%clarly helpfl for stdents who love to write bt

strggle with their condence in theselves or feel

in%idated by 'abi%os' projects. McGhee will talk abot

soe concreteethods toanage self-dobt, self-hatred,

and self-sabotage.

Conference Room II

Woing with an Illustato

1 hor - Beginner

Katy Wood

A lectre on the basics of working with an illstrator for self-

pblishing projects. How to nd illstrators, what sort of

contracts to expect, basic pricing gidelines, what infora%on

to provide an illstrator, etc.

Conference Room IV

Aliens and Faiies: Wing Believable Non-Human Races

1 hor - Interediate

TH Leatherman

Aliens always spill their tea becase they have ying sacers.

Is yor alien jst another average joe? Is yor elf jst like

every other fairy on the block? Fear not! We have the answer.

Coe learn how toake yor non-han characters pop o

the page.

Conference Room V

Kill You Dalings - Second hou

Conference Room VI

Longing You Shot: Tips fo Tansfoming a Shot Stoy into

a Novel

1 hor - Interediate

Bowen Gillings

Short stories provide %ght, qick access to characters and

narra%ve. Good ones encapslate all the working pieces of a

novel: voice, seung, story arc, etc. We'll exaine what to

stretch, what to dig, and what to add to trn yor beloved

short story into a fll lengthanscript.

Agent Panel Luncheon 
12-1:20 p..

Arora Ballroo

Satrday’s bet lnch will inclde a paneloderated by RMFW president, ZJ Czpor, and Mira Landry, Conference VIP Liaison. Also,

hear fro or sister organiza%ons: Pikes Peak Writers and Wri%ng Heights. More door prizes will be annonced!
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Saturday Afternoon: 1:30-2:20 p.m  

Aurora III

PANEL: RMFW Honos Its Foundes: An in-peson and Zoom

panel with the oganizaon’s st membes

1 hor - Beginner

ZJ Czupor and Pamela Nowak

Hppy 40th Anniversry, RMFW! This pnel will str severl of

RMFW’s founding members, who will show up in-person nd

virtully to tlk bout our history, their creers, nd their

gthered wisdom.

Aurora IV

Wri<ng War: The ero's Journey Through ell

2 hours - Intermedite

Laurie Marr Wasmund

Whether set on Alph Centuri or 15th century Erth, the wr

story is  stple of cVon. But wht is  wr story? Do ll wr

stories, even those opposed to wr, glorify it? We’ll discuss

the elements tht dene the genre, the problems inherent in

it, nd the wys to rech  21st century udience.

Conference Room I

Co-wri<ng: Can it be done and why might you want to?

1 hour - Intermedite

Ashlee Cowles and Danielle Snson

Co-wriVng hs become populr thnks to the technology tht

mkes it possible. But how do you know if this pth is right for

you? Tem A.D. Rhine will spill ll, providing  relisVc

overview of the benets nd drwbcks, long with prcVcl

strtegies to mke co-wriVng  rewrding experience.

Conference Room II

Idea to Concept to Premise to Plot

1 hour - Beginner

Angie Hodapp

Wht is the dierence between n ide nd  concept? A

concept nd  premise? Do pntsers (writers who write by

the set of their pnts rther thn plo[ng rst) relly need to

worry bout developing  concept or premise before they

begin dr]ing, or cn they just tke their ide nd run with it?

In this clss, we’ll demysVfy these four very dierent stges of

story development with n eye towrd helping you write

smrter, not hrder.

Conference Room III

Word Choice MaHers

1 hour - Beginner

Peggy Waide

The suspension of belief  reder mkes when reding cn be

broken with poorly chosen words. On the ip side, the right

words will pull your reder deeper into your world. Lern how

to mke your words story specic so tht they evoke

emoVons nd crete vivid imges with believble chrcters.

Conference Room IV

How to Wite Divese Chaactes

1 hor - Interediate

Caitlin Berve

Today’s readers want to read dierent races, ableness, sexal

orienta%ons, and body types. Developing diverse characters

otside yor life experience can be challenging, fn, and a bit

of a risk. So how do yo write believableinority characters

dierent fro yorself? Find ot in this workshop.

Conference Room V

The Art of Wri<ng Romance

1 hour - Beginner

Bernadee Marie

Romnce is lled with yummy tropes nd reder

expectVons. As the lrgest selling genre, we will lern how to

write wht reders expect.

Conference Room VI

Using Fanc<on to Improve your Wri<ng

1 hour - Beginner

Tasha Christensen

FncVon is someVmes looked down on, but it's ctully

rooted in the most ncient trdiVons of storytelling. In this

clss, we'll tlk bout wht fnc is nd how it mkes you 

beaer writer. This is  hnds-on clss with wriVng exercises,

so come prepred for creVvity!
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Saturday Afternoon: 2:30-3:20 p.m. 

Aurora III

Social Jusce Techniques in Ficon

2 hors - Beginner

David Heska Wanbli Weiden

In this seinar, social js%ce literatre will be exained as a

eans for s%la%ng discssion aong readers abot isses

of ineqity, injs%ce, and ineqality in society. Par%cipants will

learn prac%cal strategies that can be sed to write eec%vely

abot social, historical, and poli%cal isses while staying

focsed on the crea%on of an enthralling and copelling

narra%ve.

Aurora IV

Wing Wa: The Heo's Jouney Though Hell

Second hor

Conference Room I

How to Mae a Comic Boo and Release It Using

Cowdfunding

1 hor - Beginner

Andrew Abarca

Have yo always wanted toake yor own coic book? This

corse shows yo oneethod to geung yor own single isse

coic book created, fnded, and printed.

Conference Room II

Finding You Autho Voice (And How It’s Dieent fom All

the Othe Voices in You Boos)

1 hor - Interediate

Stacy Gold

If yo’ve strggled to nd yor niqe wri%ng voice, or yo’ve

ever had people tell yo all yor characters sond the sae,

this highly interac%ve workshop packed with exaples and

hands-on exercises is for yo. Learn easy %ps and tricks that

work for pantsers, ploYers, or anyone in between.

Conference Room III

Don't Bungle the Beginning

1 hor - Interediate

Susan Mackay Smith

Beginnings are vital. If readers don’t get past the rst pages,

the rest of the novel doesn’taYer. The challenge is geung all

the necessary eleents in the opening siltaneosly. Learn

to see coon errors to avoid the.

Conference Room IV

The Secet Life of Faiy Tales

1 hor - Beginner

Caitlin Berve

To nderstand the eect fairy tales have today, yo have to

nderstand why they were created: secrets, warnings, and

entertainent. We will cover theore coon fairy tales,

their secretessages, and how they have evolved over %e.

Conference Room V

Sekng as Chaacte

1 hor - Interediate

Cynthia Swanson

Ineorable c%on, a great seung is a character in its own

right. How do yo ake seungs nforgeYable withot geung

bogged down in detail? We’ll look at novels witheorable

seungs and dive into key coponents of crea%ng seungs that

stay with readers aer the last page is trned.

Conference Room VI

Tools of the Pitch: One Line, One Paagaph, One Page

1 hor - Interediate

Karen A. Lin

Learn to create theost iportant tools yo’ll ever se: a

cap%va%ng log line, an engaging one paragraph sary, and

a dynaic one-page synopsis. Sarizing in three dierent

lengths helps yo nderstand yor early dras and tease the

tale yo’ve woven to cap%vate agents and editors.
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?
What is the Jasmine Award? 
This service award is naed for Jasine

Cresswell, one of the fonders of the grop now

known as RMFW.

Bonus fact: RMFW began in 1983 as a chapter

of Roance Writers of Aerica and was

fonded when it disaffiliated

fro RWA in 1989.



Saturday Afternoon: 3:30-4:20 p.m.

Aurora III

Social Jusce Techniques in Ficon

Second hor

Aurora IV

And...ACTION! Fighng and Fight Scenes 101

2 hors - Beginner

Bowen Gillings

Five-%ear%al-arts black-belt and award-winning athor

Bowen Gillings teaches how to write the sccessfl ght

scene. Drawing fro poplar novels, pls role-play and

hands-on deonstra%ons (inclding adience volnteers!),

we'll break down whatakes a ght pnch o the page.

Conference Room I

Successful Debuts 101 - Avoid Piralls and Capitalize on

Oppotunies

2 hors - Interediate

Rob Samborn

Are yo an indie or sall press athor gearing p for a debt

release? Learn what to do - and what not to do - before a

lanch.

Conference Room II

Plot You Stoy In A Day

1 hor - Beginner

Mariah Ankenman

Do yo want to be a ploYer or are yo a ploYer who’d like to

hone yor ploung skills? Learn fro athor Mariah

Ankenan to plot yor basic otline in a day sing the W Plot

ethod. Get the bones on the story on the page and avoid

writers block.

Conference Roo IV

Avoiding the Rabbit Hole: Reseach in Histoical Ficton

1 hor - Beginner

Jason Evans

Do yo want to write historical c%on? Don't know where to

start? Do yo have a great idea bt get frstrated with the

research? Has the thoght of spendingoney on books to

research yor novel keeping yo fro wri%ng it? Then this

class is for yo! This class is designed to help yo gide yor

research as yo write yor dra and edit yor novel. When

we're done, yo'll learn what and how to research to get the

ost appropriate info for yor novel.

Conference Room V

Audioboos eally spea to me – How to publish you next

boo on audio

1 hor - Interediate

TH Leatherman

o’ve done what yo can to pt yor books in front of

people’s eyes, bt what abot their ears? Adiobooks are a

great way to reach yor readers on the go. Theyake yor

bookore accessible. Adiobooks are a great way to reach

readers yo didn’t even know yo wereissing!

Conference Room VI

Kicstate fo Authos

1 hor - Interediate

Katy Wood

An introdctory lectre for athors on the basics of sing

Kickstarter to pblish their work. Covers the basics of how to

plan,arket, and execte a crowdfnding capaign, and why

crowdfndingay be a good t.

Saturday Afternoon: 4:30-5:20 p.m. 

Aurora III

Healthy Relaonships with Wing

1 hor - Beginner

Trai Cartwright

Wri%ng is an internal process lled with rina%on,

edita%on, andagic. It’s also entangled with dobt, fear,

gilt, and even self-agella%on. We’ll look at the natre of or

essy rela%onships, and give insight and ideas foraking

wri%ng where yo connect with the best of yor hanity.

Aurora IV

And...ACTION! Fighng and Fight Scenes 101

Second hor

Conference Room I

Successful Debuts 101 - Avoid Piralls and Capitalize on

Oppotunies

Second hor
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Conference Room II 

S.S.D.D. (Same Stoy Dieent Diecon)

1 hor - Beginner

Bernade5e Marie

They say there are only soany stories ot there. So, how do

yo take the sae generic plot and convert it into a Roance,

Thriller, or into Science Fic%on? Explore the sbtle changes

that can beade to a plot to t dierent genres.

Conference Room IV

Wing Young Adult

1 hor - Beginner

Johnny Worthen

Inves%gate whatakes c%on yong adlt and also what

akes great yong adlt c%on. Fro gatekeepers to thee,

taboos and responsibili%es, it’s a %e of change and west

ebrace it. A class for writers and fans of the genre.

Conference Room V

Wing with a Body Posivity Lens

1 hor - Interediate

Rachel Dempsey

Do we avoid the f-word? (The three-leYer one.) Ebrace it?

What cons%ttes body posi%vity in today'sarket? This

workshop will address crrent trends in body eqity in c%on

as well as deonstrate how everything fro word choice to

world-bilding has the power to hrt or heal.

Conference Room VI

Copyights, Tademas and Potecons ... Oh My!

1 hor - Interediate

Chuck Brownman

Learn the basics of intellectal property law and how to

protect the rights to yor wri%ng.

 

Gold Rush Awards Banquet and 

Keynote Address by David Heska Wanbli Weiden 
6:30-8:30 p..

Arora Ballroo

Satrday evening’s banqet will featre thech-awaited annonceent of winners in the 2023 Colorado Gold Rsh

Literary Awards Contest as well as a keynote address by New ork Ties bestseller David Heska Wanbli Weiden.

• Welcoe – Z.J. Czpor

• Jasine Award annonceent

• A Tribte to RMFW's Fonders with Szie Brooks and Pa Nowak

• Colorado Gold Awards - presented by Se Hinkin & Mindy McIntyre

• Keynote Address – David Heska Wanbli Weiden

Game Night! 
8:30-10:30 p..

Aurora Ballroom

A;er Friday's banquet, the conference bookstore expands into a book fair featuring dozens of local RMFW authors. Buy books and get

them signed, meet writers you admire, and chat while you partake from the cash bar.
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Sunday Morning: 8-8:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

Yoga foWites

1 hor - Beginner

Kate Jonuska

Forget the s%ckyat and stretchy pants! This yoga class can be

done in yor conference clothes and seated in a chair with no

previos yoga experience reqired. Join yoga teacher Kate

Jonska for 50intes of stretching and gidededita%on

geared specically toward writers of c%on.

Conference Room I

Building a Website in a Weeend fo the Technophobic

1 hor - Interediate

LS Hawker

As an athor, having a web presence is crcial in today’s online

world. Star%ng a website can be a terrifying thoght, especially

when yo’re technophobic. o’re not alone. Learn how to

create a WordPress website in a weekend withot breaking a

sweat—or learning how to code.

Conference Room II

Zines: The low-is way to nding you self-publishing voice

1 hor - Beginner

Kilah Storm

Have yo been holding back fro self-pblishing becase

yo’re afraid to se yor belovedanscript as the ginea

pig? Zinesight be the answer! Discover what a zine is, how

easy it is toake one and how they can get yo started in

arke%ng, nding yor adience and beginning yor bsiness.

Conference Room IV

What a Lia! Ceang Histoical Ficon Chaactes fom

Uneliable Souces

1 hor - Interediate

Pamela Nowak

Fro research to character developent, there is nothing easy

abot wri%ng abot real-life people who were dishonest in

their biographies, who hid personal details, or who were

dislikeable.

Conference Room VI

Maet You Boo with Radio and Podcasts

1 hor - Advanced

Tasha Christensen

Geung on podcasts and radio shows can be an in%ida%ng

task. This workshop will show yo how to nd shows in yor

niche, how to write an interview pitch, and how to be a

eorable and copelling gest. Coe learn tricks of the

trade fro a professional radio prodcer!

Sunday Morning: 9-9:50 a.m. 
Aurora III

PANEL: Independent Publishing – Q&A

1 hor - Interediate

Andre Gonzalez, TH Leatherman, Stephanie Reisner, Amy

Rivers, Bernade5e Marie, and ZJ Czupor

Join or panel of professional Independently Pblished

Athors, ask qes%ons, and get valable inside into what

it takes to ventre ot on yor own and pblish yor

work.

Aurora IV

Nothing to Fea: How to Scae Even the Bavest Reades

1 hor - Interediate

Rachel Dempsey

Every horror/thriller writer dreads the words: "It jst

wasn't scary." Ensre yo'll never hear the again by

learning how fear works in the hanind and body

and how to translate that feeling to the page with tools

like pacing, atosphere and iagery.

Conference Room I

The Mindful Wite: Techniques fo Tapping Into You

Inne Ceavity

1 hor - Beginner

Nikki Teripilowski

This class focses on enhancing wri%ng throgh

indflness-based prac%ces. It covers techniqes sch as

crea%ve visaliza%on,anifesta%on, and ow state, as

well as external ac%vi%es like jornaling,edita%on, and

yoga. Par%cipants will learn how to connect with their

inti%on, overcoe crea%ve blocks, and achieve a state

of ow while wri%ng. By the end of the class, par%cipants

will have prac%cal skills and strategies to becoeore

indfl and eec%ve writers

Conference Room II

You Opening Pages: How to Mae That Fist Chapte Stand

Out

1 hor - Beginner

Alec Shane

or opening pages are what agents read rst, what acqiring

editors read rst, and what readers read rst. If yo want to

know whatakes a good opener and how to give yor book

the best chance of that elsive fll reqest, agent Alec Shane

will break it down for yo. He'll cover whatakes for a strong

opener, what agents are looking for in opening pages, soe

pimalls to avoid, and try to deys%fy exactly what pblishing

professionals are thinking when they consider yor work.
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Sunday Morning: 9-9:50 a.m. 
Continued 

Conference Room IV

Build an Audience of Supefans

1 hor - Advanced

Kiersten Modglin

We've all heard stories abot the elsive "Sperfans."

They're the readers who by every book withot

glancing at the blrb, shot abot yor work every

chance they get, prchase and rock yorerch, and look

for any opportnity to celebrate yor stories. Of corse,

the biggest qes%on is: how do we nd the? In this

class, yo'll learn how to bild an adience of Sperfans

who will help propel yor career to new heights.

Conference Room VI

The Sagging Middle of My Caee

1 hor - Advanced

Laura VanArendonk Baugh

o’re not a newbie—bt yo’re not qite faos yet.

Where do yo go fro here? We’ll talk abot seung/re-

seung career goals, priori%zing projects, adjs%ng

strategies on the shiing sands of socialedia, growth

beyond “start an eail list,” andore.

Sunday Morning: 10-10:50 a.m. 

Aurora III

PANEL: How AI is Aecng Wites and Wing

1 hou - Beginne

ZJ Czupor, TH Leatherman, Stephanie Reisner, Cath Lauria, and

Ma5hewWoolumsAr%cial

Intelligence is increasing its presence rapidly. Writers need to

nderstand how it can help and hrt or crea%vity,

prodc%vity and careers.

Aurora IV

Zen Lessons for Writers

1 hour - Beginner

Johnny Worthen

Join uthor Johnny Worthen for discoveries in estern

philosophy with their pplicVon to the life of n uthor with

its mny disppointments. Sessions include directed

mindfulness meditVon nd lecture on concepts tht directly

spek to the writer’s journey.

Conference Room I

Methods for Visualizing Structure and Pacing

1 hour - Intermedite

Brenna English-Loeb

Using tools like outlining nd synopses in new wys, lern how

to beaer visulize your novel's pcing nd structure to mke it

n even more engging red. We will discuss how to group the

cVon by secVon, chrcter nd theme to beaer idenVfy wek

spots nd under-uVlized connecVons. Plese bring pen nd

pper nd ny working outline or synopsis you currently hve.

Conference Room II

Querying Writer Support Group

1 hour - Intermedite

Amber Herbert

Are you nervous bout your pitch ppointment? Would you

like to tlk to other writers bout the query trenches, imposter

syndrome, or the highs nd lows of wiVng for tht full request

or oer of rep? Join us for n informl, aendee-driven

discussion.

Conference Room IV

Op<mizing Your Amazon Sales Page

1 hour - Advnced

Andre Gonzalez

For mny uthors, sles re lost on the nl stge of the book

buying process: the Amzon sles pge. We will go secVon by

secVon of the busy Amzon book pge, nd dive into wht we

cn do (nd cn't do) to mke the best impression on book

shoppers, giving them tht nl nudge to buy your book!

Conference Room VI

It’s All About You: Author Branding Made Less Terrifying

1 hour - Advnced

Amy Rivers

Who knew tht wriVng  book ment you’d hve to tlk bout

yourself nd your work? All. The.Time. Whether you publish

trdiVonlly or independently, you’ll be doing  lot of

mrkeVng nd promoVon–not just for your work but lso for

yourself.
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Gold Rush Winners Brunch 
11 a..-12:30 p..

Arora Ballroo
Cap o yor conference experience at Snday's brnch, which incldes live readings fro or Colorado Gold Rsh

Contest winners and a closing address fro RMFW president Z.J. Czpor. Also, an ipressive, nal door prize: a free

conference registra%on for 2024!

• Welcoing sibling organiza%ons

• Gold Ngget and Jasine awards

• Silent ac%on reslts with BernadeYe Soehner

• Colorado Gold Rsh Winners’ Readings

• Closing Stateents and 2024 Conference Giveaway

2023 Coloado Gold Rush Liteay Awads

Contest Finalists 

Sci-Fi, Fantasy, Speculative Fiction, Horror 

• Super Melvin by Duston Anderten 

• The Spinster Sisters by Tiany Coleman 

• Cratered by CR Hodges 

Mainstream, Literary 

• Discipline by Rick Gustafson 

• The Deadline by Susie Lindau 

• Perfect Fifth by Jennifer & Jessica Slee 

Women’s Fiction, Romance 

• The Magical Art of Seduction by Evon Davis 

• Closer Than You Know by Mindy Kinnaman 

• Liz Halbert’s Next Act by Kim O’Brien 

Mystery, Thriller 

• Speaking in Tongues by D Gonzales Montano 

• Killing Every Alice by JV Reed 

• What Survives the Fire by Maria St Louis Sanchez 

YA, Middle Grade 

• Violet Hart and the Chronicles of Ever by Heidi Kraakevik 

• Wrecked Upon These Shores by Kelley JP Lindberg 

• Middle of Somewhere by Ann Thurber 
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RMFW’s contest for npblished writers, the Gold Rsh

Literary Awards, was born in 1989/90 with for categories:

roance, sci-, fantasy, andainstrea, and was estab-

lished to generate fnding for organiza%onal prograing.

The categories have changed along with the indstry, bt

the contest is jdged rst by RMFWebers and then by

VIP jdges chosen for their exper%se in their category.

Winners receive $150, an ocial cer%cate, a trophy, and

a 10-page reading of their work dring a conference ln-

cheon on Snday. Finalists receive $50 and an ocial cer%-

cate. Both receive a secondary pitch session at the confer-

ence with a par%cipa%ng agent or editor.



Conference Presenters 

Confeence Special Guest, Molly McGhee

Molly McGhee writes c%on,

essays, and teaches in the nder-

gradate crea%ve wri%ng de-

partent at Colbia University.

Her debt novel, Jonathan Aber-

nathy You Are Kind, is forthco-

ing fro Astra Hose in late

2023. In addi%on to wri%ng, Mol-

ly has worked in the editorial and

digital departents ofMc-

Sweeney’s and The Believer as well as MCD and FSG Originals

and as an assistant editor at Diane Willias’s NOON. Most re-

cently, Molly worked in the editorial departent of Tor on The

Tor Essen2als series and the instant New York Times Bestselling

Atlas Six series. Details: www.ollycghee.co.

Andew Abaca is an engineer by trade working onWorlds of

Fire and Glass, a fnny, rive%ng A rban fantasy abot a yong

hard-of-hearing girl trying to prove to herself that she can save

her best friend fro evil forces in parallel diensions. Andrew

has been reading and learning the cra of wri%ng for ve years

and likes to write Sci-Fi,ythology, and fantasy in the adlt,

A, and MG genres. He lives with his wife and three Boston

Terriers in Castle Rock, Colorado. Details: www.apoaps.co

Bestselling athorMaiah Anenman lives in the bea%fl

Rocky Montains with her two rabnc%os children and

loving spose who is her own personal spell checker when her

dyslexia gets the best of her. She loves sharing the skills she’s

learned over the years to help her fellow athors. To learn

ore abot Mariah and her books follow her on socialedia

or sign p for her newsleYer. Details:

www.ariahankenan.co

Amy Amstong loves to dabble with ideas and occasionally

gets a good story ot of her dabbles. Crrently, Ay hosts a

onthly oTbe show called Stories Live! which featres

athors reading their own work. Ayanaged socialedia

for Pikes Peak Writers and received the Volnteer of the ear

Award. She oenoderates and sits on panels at MileHi Con,

and has presented on grief in story developent in the past for

RMFW. She writes horos and salty woen’s c%on

between glasses of wine by night and is a psychotherapist by

day. Details: www.ayarstronglpc.co

Shannon Bae is prod to have been naed Writer of the

ear by Rocky Montain Fic%on Writers…twice. She writes

ysteries set in the iconic landscapes of the Aerican West,

fro the Colorado Rockies to the Nebraska prairies, to the

deserts of sothern Arizona, where she’s roaed in ras and

kayaks, backpacked, hiked, cycled, and skied. Despite nearly

daily declara%ons she’s giving p wri%ng forever, Baker

anaged to have pblished over forteen novels in three

ystery series, two stand-alone sspenses, and a few

conteporary roances. Sheight haveoved to the desert

on the edge of Tcson, bt RMFW will always be her wri%ng

faily. Details: www.shannon-baker.co

Caol Beg writes epic,ythic, and adventre fantasy novels

and short c%on nder her own nae and her psedony,

Cate Glass. Her eighteen novels have won na%onal and

interna%onal awards, inclding for Colorado Book Awards and

the Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adlt Literatre. Carol is a

reglar presenter at writers’ conferences and fantasy/sf

conven%ons and is a two-%e Rocky Montain Fic%on Writers

Writer of the ear. All of this is aazing to a forer soware

engineer whoajored inath at Rice University and

copter science at the University of Colorado to avoid wri%ng

papers. Carol/Cate’sost recent work is A Summoning of

Demons. She lives in Colorado in the foothills of the Rocky

Montains. Details: www.carolberg.co

Becoing an “overnight wri%ng sensa%on” aer twenty-ve-

pls years, Chuc Bownman’s short crie c%on has been

pblished in several anthologies, inclding the Eyes of Texas

(Down & Ot Press) and Voles 4 and 5 of the annal Death

Edge Tales anthology. He’s a past winner of the Arizona

Mystery Writers Short Story Contest, and was a nalist in the

Criinal Eleent.co short c%on contest. In addi%on to

“Shotgn Honey,” his latest stories appear in theMysteries to

Die for podcast/anthology (tgwolco.wordpress.co) and on

the Kings River Life website (www.kingsriverlife.co).

John M. Campbell joined RMFW in 2016 and has been a

eber of the Arora cri%qe grop ever since. The grop

oered valable cri%qes which iproved his wri%ng and in

2021, his short story, “The Tiger and the Waif,” won rst place

in the Writers of the Ftre contest for the forth qarter of

2020. As a contest winner, he received a $1000 prize and

earned a spot in the week-long writer’s workshop in Hollywood

with airfare and hotel paid for. He joined other winners heet

at that event to for a pblishing copany called Calendar of

Fools. They created a Kickstarter project to fnd their rst

book, an anthology of short stories called “Inner Workings.” In

2022, his story, “Racing the Marineris,” was pblished in the

RMFW anthology, Bizarre Bazaar. Details:

www.JohnMCapbell.co
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Tai Catwight, MFA, is a 30-year entertainent indstry

veteran and crea%ve wri%ng specialist, and has stepped into

the world of psychicediship. She teaches, prodces, and

writes screenplays, and can be fond at www.crawrite.co.

While in Los Angeles, she was a screenwriter, independent l

prodcer, and story consltant and developent exec%ve for

HBO, Paraont Pictres, Universal Stdios, New Lines

Cinea, and 20th Centry Fox. Trai crrently teaches

screenwri%ng and crea%ve entreprenership for University of

Denver’s low-residencyaster’s progras, writers grops,

conferences and cons, and one-on-one as a developent and

story editor. She is the prodcer of several short-for projects

and for independent ls. She also served as the President of

Woen in Fil and Media Colorado, and crrently rns the

Denver Screenwriters Meetp (450ebers). She also shows

people their past lives, clears their stbborn energies and heals

their hoses, all of which opens the channels to enhanced

crea%vity. Details: www.crawrite.co

Kate Chistensen is a bilingal speech langage pathologist,

cliate ac%vist and writer. She lives in Colorado with her

hsband, two kids, a high-aintenance dog, six chickens, and a

wild garden. I receivedyaster’s degree fro the University

of Colorado in 2005. In 2019 I gradated fro the Lighthose

Writers Workshop Book Project. Her joy coes when she can

bridge her varying interests, like helping other speech

therapistsake the connec%on between environental js%ce

and child langage developent, or gardening with her kids

whileaking p silly poes abot wor poop. She’s eerging

fro the darkness of cliate despair and wri%ng towards a

ftre where all beings thrive. The rst step in bilding a

habitable ftre is iagining it.

Tasha Chistensen believes the best love stories are fond in

the geekiest places. Her Itaska High series chronicles the

roan%c shenanigans of a high schoolarching band in

Minnesota. When not coposing tba closetake-ot scenes,

she enjoys perforingsic, geung way too cope%%ve

abot board gaes, and exploring the gorgeos Rocky

Montains. Tasha lives with her hsband, daghters, and an

overly aec%onate dog naed aer her favorite Stranger

Things character. Details: www.tashachristensen.co

Josh Cla is a writer, graphic designer, and bookseller. His

short c%on has been pblished by Pikes Peak Writers, Black

Hare Press, Trebling with Fear, and received a Silver

Honorable Men%on in the Writers of the Ftre Contest. His

life is lled with words professionally and recrea%onally, so if

he’s not wri%ng or reading yo’re likely to nd hi at athor

events, science c%on conven%ons, wri%ng conferences, or ot
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in natre brainstoring his next novel. o can nd hi on

TwiYer @joshofclark.

Rachel Delaney Ca= writes A, MG, and specla%ve c%on.

Her short stories have appeared in pblica%ons sch as Cricket,

Spider, and Cast of Wonders, and her novels have won the

Colorado Gold and Zeblon Contests. She also co-edited

RMFW’s 2020 anthology, Wild, a nalist for the Colorado Book

Award. She lives and writes in Colorado with two dogs and a

scclent collec%on that is slowly taking over her hose. Find

her on TwiYer @RDCwrites or at www.racheldelaneycra.co.

Rachel Dempsey is a writer of horror,ystery and thrillers

living in Denver. Her short c%on appears or is forthcoing

fro Shacklebond Books, Brigids Gate Press, Tiber Ghost

Press and Twenty Bellows. She holds a BFA in Draa and

English fro NU’S Tisch, a Master’s in Jornalis fro

Georgetown and is prsing an MFA in Crea%ve Wri%ng fro

Regis.

Award-winning athor Kathleen Donnelly has been a handler

for Sherlock Honds Detec%on Canines—a Colorado-based

narco%cs K-9 copany—since 2005. Enjoying the work and

partnership with the dogs, in 2010 Kathleen becae part-

owner in the copany. She loves craing realis into her

c%onal stories fro her dog-handling experience. Along with

working dogs, Kathleen loves and owns two horses. Her love of

theontains cae fro growing p in Colorado where her

father worked for the U.S. Forest Service. She has a B.A. in

Jornalis fro Colorado State University and forerly wrote

for The Berthoud Weekly Surveyor where she won a Colorado

Press Award. Her debt novel, Chasing Jus2ce, won a Best

Book Award fro the Aerican Book Fest. Kathleen lives in

Colorado with her hsband and all their for-legged friends.

Details: www.kathleendonnelly.co.

Sue Du is an athor and award-winning, best-selling athor

of 11 %tles inclding a ve book Fantasy/Sci Fi series The Weir

Chronicles, has contribted to for anthologies inclding

RMFW’s False Faces, and has a growing list of pblished short

stories. She has Indie pblished nder CrossWinds Pblishing

and Wicked Ink Books. Details: www.sed.co.

Jason Heny Evans is fro Sothern California, grada%ng

fro UC Santa Barbara in 1996. Heoved with his wife to

Denver in 2004. Aer discovering a passion for storytelling,

Jason had his rst short story pblished in 2014. Eight short

stories, for novels, an editor’s credit on an anthology, as well

as a collec%on of short stories of his own, Jason con%nes to

write and pblish. In addi%on, blogged for Pikes Peak Writers

and RMFW, while becoing a xtre at local conven%ons as a

panelist. Fro 2016 to 2018 Jason was the President of Shiny

Garden Non-Prot Corpora%on, an organiza%on that prodced

three local conven%ons: Myth & Legends Con, WhisyCon,

and Hexacon. Details: www.jasonhenryevans.co.

Claie L. Fishbac is an athor coach and story strategist, a

pblished athor, projectanager, aazing wife, and dog

o. When not helping other bsy athors create the wri%ng

lives of their dreas, she writes horror (andore-er) in the

Rocky Montain foothills where she lives with her hsband

and their pit bllix, Kira. Details: www.clairelshback.co

Bowen Gillings is an Aazon.co bestselling and award-

winning athor wri%ng to bring fn back to c%on. His latest

release is the horos paranoral thriller, Excep2onals.

Bowen has been featred in Journeys into Possibility and Fresh

Starts anthologies, Allegory e-zine, and on Stories Live! and

Stark Reec2ons on Wri2ng and Publishing oTbe channels.

Also, he’s facilitated workshops for RMFW and Pikes Peak

Writers. He is an ac%veeber of both organiza%ons pls The

Leage of Utah Writers. Bowen holds vear%al arts black

belts, is an Ary veteran, loves travel, cooking, and a ne adlt

beverage. Details: www.storiesbybowen.co

Ryanne Glenn started wri%ng short stories when she was ten

and was rst pblished in Frita’s local newspaper. She took

her rst crea%ve wri%ng class in high school, and was inspired

to expand her wri%ng into poetry and longer stories. Aer

strggling with depression in her rst year at college, she

trned back to wri%ng as a healthy otlet for her eo%ons.

She wants to write strong feale roleodels and is excited to

share her stories with the world. Ryanne Glenn works in

Denver for a digital pathology copany. She loves to golf,

thogh aer playing for twelve years, her handicap shold be

ch lower than it is. Between wri%ng and classes, she oen

visits her hoetown of Frita, Colorado to spend %e with her

faily and dog, Captain Carl. Details: www.ryanneglenn.co

Award-winning otdoor roance athor Stacy Gold wold

rather be in theiddle of nowhere than alost anywhere

else. She’s rnore than 50 rivers in three contries, been

heli-dropped into reote ski hts, worked as a ranger for the

U.S.D.A. Forest Service, and spent years as a coercial river

gide and whitewater kayak instrctor. A refored copywriter

andarke%ng strategist, her last “real job” was

Conica%ons Director for a state-wideontain biking

non-prot. When she’s not bsy playing in theontains with

her hsband and happy dogs, Ms. Gold writes abot

independent, badass woen nding love and adventre in the

great otdoors. Her latest release,Wild at Heart, was a 2022

Publishers Weekly Booklife Prize nalist. Details:

www.stacygold.co

Ande Gonzalez is the athor of all things thriller and horror.

He has penned theWealth of Time series and the Insanity

trilogy. o’ll likely nd hi bried nder a long to-do list or his
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three yong (and energe%c) children. Details:

www.andregonzalez.net

Kenda Gin is a professor, developental editor, and athor

who has neveret a good dog or a good nderdog she didn’t

love. Kendra has an MA in literatre, teaches crea%ve wri%ng

for Ais Conity College, is aeber of RMFW and

Borderlands Writers, and edits for Stats Qill. She coaches

athors of all levels throgh conity progras, local

libraries, and professional conferences. Kendra has indie-

pblished three teen novels and crrently pens several poplar

serials on Aazon Vella. Details: www.kendragrin.co

LS Hawe is the athor of the thrillers The Drowning Game,

Body and Bone, End of the Road, and The Throwaways. The

Drowning Game is a USA Today bestseller and nalist in the

ITW Thriller Awards in the Best First Novel category. Her novels

have been translated into eight langages. Hawker grew p in

sbrban Denver and received her B.S. in jornalis fro the

University of Kansas. She had a radio show called “People Are

So Stpid,” prodced tness videos, and omiYed airports and

travel agencies with copter eqipent for aajor airline.

Her extensiveedia backgrond incldes everything fro

pblic aairs director at a Denver radio sta%on to television

sports intern to website designer. She’s got a hilarios trophy

hsband, two brilliant daghters, and aassivesic

collec%on. She lives in Colorado bt considers Kansas her

spirital hoeland. Details: www.lshawker.co

Ambe Hebet is a pblished athor fro Colorado Springs.

She holds a BA in English Literatre and has worked as an

editor for six years. She writes adlt high fantasy, science

c%on, horror, and conteporary A. Lips2ck Covered Magnet

was her rst novel. She is crrently qerying her sophoore

book, A]er Wendy, and draing p the rst book in her Doors

of Annwyn trilogy. Details: www.aberherbert.co

Taci L Jones was raised in Denver, Colorado. She has a BA in

Psychology fro Poona College and a M.S. in Adver%sing

University of Denver. Her debt novel, Standing Against the

Wind, was pblished by Farrar, Stras and Girox (FSG) in 2006

and won the CoreYa ScoY King/John Steptoe New Talent

Award in 2007. FSG wold also pblish Finding My Place (2010)

and Silhoue5ed by the Blue (2011). In 2018 she signed with

Metaorphosis Literary Agency. Her forth book, Ransoming

the Cap2ve, was pblished by Black Rose Wri%ng in 2022. In

2016, Jones joined the Mile Hi MFA in Crea%ve Wri%ng

progra at Regis University in Denver, Colorado, where she

teaches yong adlt c%on. In the ser of 2020, she joined

Lighthose Writers Workshop as a A instrctor. She also

teaches a A literatre and pop cltre class for the University

of Colorado at Denver Honors Progra. Details:

www.traciljones.co

In addi%on to serving as crrent RMFW Conference Co-Chair,

Kate Jonusa is a freelance writer, indie athor, and part-%e

yoga teacher based in Bolder, CO. Her novel, Transference,

was a nalist for the BookLife Prize and a Denver Post Sta

Pick, and she oen teaches workshops based on her non-

c%on book, The Dic2onary of Fic2on Cri2que, at Cons and

conferences. Find otore at katejonska.co.

Nicole Kame is a A Athor in the qery trenches with her

rst novel and working throgh revisions on her second. She is

an alni of Wri%ng With the Sol and she holds a Masters of

Conica%ons and Media Manageent fro Colorado State

University. She teaches abot socialedia strategy, content

crea%on, and convic%on at conferences, workshops, and

retreats. Details: www.nkraerwrites.co

Cath Lauia is a fll-%e athor, editor, and nerd. With over

y pblica%ons nder her belt in every genre fro roance

(as Cari Z) to sci- to non-c%on, she’s worked throgh good

%es, bad %es, and even really weird %es like we’re in right

now. As an IP writer, she’s worked with Marvel Entertainent,

CMON Gaes, and Arkha Horror, aong others. Her latest

novel, Silver Sable: Payback, cae ot in March of 2023.

Details: www.athorcariz.co
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T.H. Leatheman is a writer and horist fro Firestone,

Colorado. He enjoys science c%on, fantasy, pns (lots of

pns), wineaking, and the Rocky Montain lifestyle. When

not bsy wri%ng his next book, he can be fond hiking with his

wife and two sons or walking his resced dogs. He has worked

as a stockbroker, street perforer, and volnteer wrangler. He

gradated Sa C Lade fro Regis University with a

degree in Bsiness Manageent and ainor in Psychology.

Details: www.thleatheran.co

Kaen A. Lin is a hopeless foodie, award-winning novelist,

prodced screenwriter and wri%ng coach. Many of her stories

are inspired by her experiencearrying into a Taiwanese

faily.Mu Shu Mac & Cheese and American Moon: A Chinese

Immigrant Story are available on Aazon. She, her hsband,

and their two boys have traveled the world as she researches

recipes for a literary cookbook. She teaches for Princess and

Celebrity crise lines and writers conferences in Colorado

where she’s part of a rich athor conity. Details:

www.karenalbrightlin.co

Kelley J. P. Lindbeg writes award-winning c%on for adlts

and yong adlts, with stories appearing in literaryagazines

sch as The Bal2more Review and The Citron Review,

anthologies sch as RMFW’s Bizarre Bazaar and Pikes Peak

Writers’ Journey into Possibility, and in the Tellables app for the

Aazon Alexa plamor. She loves talking abot wri%ng with

other writers and book lovers, and she leaves her adiences

with plenty of “takeaway” infora%on and %ps they can se

the very next day. When she isn’t wri%ng fro her hoe in

Colorado, she’s traveling as far and as oen as she can. Visit

her website and blog (and sign p for her newsleYer) at

www.KelleyLindberg.co.

Bestselling Athor Benadee Maie writes conteporary

roances and believes in Happily Ever A]er. Thearried

other of ve believes in love at rst sight, qick love, and

second chances. An avidar%al ar%st, BernadeYe Marie is a

cer%ed instrctor and holds a second-degree black belt in

Tang Soo Do. She loves Tai Chi, traveling to Disney parks, and

having lnch with friends. When not wri%ng, or rnning her

own pblishing hose, BernadeYe is probably iersed in a

Ro Co, fro which she will oen qote one-liners. Details:

www.bernadeYearie.co

Gay McBide fonded and leads Writers Who Read, aonthly

workshop for writers in Bolder that by Septeber 2023 will

be 53 books and six years old. The grop perfors Literary

Forensics analy%cal reading on novels pblished within the

past 18onths in order to learn abot how they were wriYen

in order to apply those techniqes to their own wri%ng.

Details: www.garyalancbride.co/literary-forensics.

Coutney E. Mogan is the athor of The Seven Autopsies of

Nora Hanneman, a nalist for the Ronald Skenick Innova%ve

Fic%on Award. Her wri%ng has also appeared in Pleiades, Lunch

Ticket, American Book Review, and others. She is the fonding

editor of The Thought Ero2c literary jornal on sexality and

gender. Morgan received her MFA in Crea%ve Wri%ng fro the

University of Colorado, Bolder, where she has also taght. She

crrently teaches at Lighthose Writers Workshop, as well as

at otreach wri%ng progras in local hoeless shelters,

hospitals and libraries. She is a wri%ng and crea%vity coach and

teaches personalized in-person and online crea%vity and

wri%ng corses. Morgan is also the Co-Fonder and Co-

Exec%ve Director of the nonprot, Sidewalk Poets, bringing

epowerent- and healing-oriented wri%ng and storytelling

workshops to nderserved popla%ons. She is crrently

working on a literary specla%ve novel. Details:

www.cortneyeorgan.co

Pamela Nowa’s historical c%on tells the stories of real

woen whose stories have been forgoYen via a de

cobina%on of research and character developent. She’s

won a Will Rogers Gold Medallion and a Laraie Award as well
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as being a dal Feathered Qill nalist and a nalist for the

NM-AZ Book Award. Her historical roance novels have

garnered cri%cal acclai for her ability to weave c%onal

rela%onship stories into historical seungs and events and have

been awarded a Colorado Book Award,l%ple HOLT

Medallion Awards, and a WILLA Finalist Award. Pa was also

honored as the RMFWWriter of the ear. She has a B.A. in

history, is aeber of the Paper Lantern Writers, and works

part-%e as the Exec%ve Director of the Woen’s Fic%on

Writers Associa%on. Details: www.paelanowak.co

Stephanie Reisneakes her living as a fll-%e writer/

pblisher and is pblished both tradi%onally and

independently, bt with focs on her sccessfl indie career.

With for pen naes, she has over 40 pblished novels in

varios genres to her credit and evenore novellas and short

stories. She is the athor of the independently pblished,

bestselling Gilded Lily series, recently rebranded as the Doms

of Black Lily series. She is alsol%-pblished in both shorter

c%on and non-c%on (with over 50 non-c%on books to her

credit). Most of her work is independently pblished. In 2018,

her independent novel Thirteen Covens: Bloodlines Part One

was a CIPA EVV Award Winner (2nd Place/Horror) and she is

the RMFW 2019-2020 Independent Writer of the ear award

recipient. Her books have been noinated for neros

awards and she has a B.A. in Crea%ve Wri%ng froMSUD. She

also rns Darkerwood Pblishing Grop, aicro-press that

pblishes six addi%onal athors nder two sccessfl iprints,

DB Pblishing (non-c%on) and Midnight Fantasy Press (steay

roance c%on). Details: www.sjreisner.co

A. D. Rhine is the psedony of Ashlee Cowles and Danielle

S%nson. The athors are nited by theirilitary “brat”

pbringing, childhood friendship spanning two decades, and

love of classical literatre. Ashlee holds gradate degrees in

edieval history fro the University of St. Andrews and

theological stdies fro Dke University. Danielle holds a

aster of arts in law and diploacy fro Ts University. Their

adlt debt Horses of Fire is the book they have always dreat

of wri%ng together. Details: www.adrhine.co

Amy Rives is an award-winning novelist, as well as the

Director of Wri%ng Heights Writers Associa%on. She was

naed 2021 Indie Athor of the ear by the Indie Athor

Project. Her psychological sspense novels incorporate

iportant social isses with a focs on the coplexi%es of

han behavior. Her novel, Stumble & Fall, is the second book

in the A Legacy of Silence series. Ay was raised in New

Mexico and now lives in Colorado with her hsband and

children. Details: www.ayrivers.co

Rob Sambon is an award-winning novelist of bestselling

historical thrillers, inclding The Prisoner of Paradise, Painter of

the Damned and The Swordsman of Venice. In addi%on to

being a novelist, Rob is a screenwriter, entreprener, and avid

traveler. He’s been to forty contries, lived in ve of the

(inclding Italy) and stdied nine langages. As a restless spirit

who can’t reeber the last %e he was bored, Rob is on a

qest to explore the intricacies of or world and try his hand at

al%tde of cras; he’s also an accoplished ar%st and

sician, as well as a bdding frnitreaker. A na%ve New

orker who lived in Los Angeles for twenty years, he now

akes his hoe in Denver with his faily.

Susan Macay Smith a.k.a. Mackay Wood, a.k.a. Conan the

Graarian. Ssan has been RMFW’s contest chair, cri%qe

chair, anthology editor for Broken Links, Mended Lives (with

Jeanne C. Stein and Janet Lane), and president. For a decade,

she wrote “Conan the Graarian" for the Rocky Mountain

Writer, the then-onthly newsleYer. She won the Jasine

Award in 2009 and was honored as a Giding Meber in 2019.

Ma Stevens is the athor of The Fireballer and ve books in

The Allison Coil Mystery Series, host of the Rocky Montain

Writer podcast, and previos RMFWWriter of the ear (2016).

Details: www.writerarkstevens.co

Kilah Stom is an athor, illstrator and professional

pppeteer. She has pblished a zine collec%on %tled The

Canine Bible and has hndreds of fans who follow her fan

c%on Avatar: Strife and Harmony. She has bilt her fan base

throgh fan c%on, zines and pppetry and has been able to

take her stories fro the Denver Perforing Arts Center to

coic cons inl%ple dierent states. When not wri%ng or

storyboarding her next pppet script, she can be fond

working at her local bookstore, hiking with her hsband and

dog or drinking tea. Details: www.kilahstor.co

Cynthia Swanson is the Denver-based athor of the

psychological sspense novels The Bookseller and The Glass

Forest. An Indie Next selec%on, New ork Ties bestseller, and

winner of the WILLA Literary Award, The Bookseller is slated to

be ao%on pictre prodced by Jlia Roberts. Cynthia’s

second novel, The Glass Forest, was noted in Forbes as being

one of “Five Novels with a Rearkably Strong Sense of Place.”

Cynthia’s work has been translated into 18 langages. Cynthia

is also the editor of the anthology Denver Noir, which featres

dark,orally abigos stories set in and arond Denver,

wriYen by 14 notable literary andystery athors. Find

Cynthia online at www.cynthiaswansonathor.co and follow

her on Facebook (Cynthia Swanson, Athor) and Instagra

(cynswanathor).

Tiany Quay Tyson is an award-winning novelist, hor writer,

and teacher. She is the athor of two novels inclding The Past

is Never, winner of the Willie Morris Award for Sothern

Fic%on, the Janet Heidinger KaÄa Prize, the Mississippi

Ins%tte of Arts and LeYers Award for Fic%on, and the
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Mississippi Athor Award. Her debt novel, Three Rivers, was

pblished in 2015 and was a nalist for the Colorado Book

Award and the Mississippi Ins%tte of Arts and LeYers Award

for Fic%on. Hor pieces appear inMcSweeney’s Internet

Tendency, The Rumpus “Fnny Woen” coln, The

Belladonna Comedy, The Establishment, Slackjaw, andore.

Shorter c%on can be fond at SmokeLong Quarterly, The

Ilanot Review, The Tulane Review, and elsewhere. Tiany is a

na%ve of Jackson, Mississippi. She is a facltyeber at

Lighthose Writers Workshop and was the recipient of the

Beacon Award for Teaching Excellence in 2021. She crrently

lives in Denver, Colorado. Details: www.%anyqaytyson.co

Laua VanAendon Baugh writes award-winning fantasy of

any avors as well as non-c%on. She has sited ex%nct,

dorant, and ac%ve volcanoes, bt none has yet accepted her

sacrice. She lives in Indiana where she enjoys Doberans,

travel, fair-trade chocolate, andaking her iaginary friends

ght one another for her own aseent. Find her at

www.LaraVAB.co.

#1 Aazon bestselling athor Peggy Waide entered her rst

book in the Colorado Gold. The editor oered a contract. She

has pblished for roances with Dorchester. Montlake now

pblishes her books. She is shopping an aater sleth and

conteporary roance. She’s also been a trainer, coach and

speaker.

Lauie MaWasmund has worked as an editor, conity

college instrctor, and wri%ng workshop presenter. Her short

stories have appeared inagazines sch as Cimarron Review

andWeber Studies. She is the athor ofMy Heart Lies Here, a

novel of the Ldlow Massacre; Clean Cut: A Romance of the

Western Heart; and theWhite Winter trilogy. The third book of

the Trilogy, To Walk Humbly, was a 2020 nalist for the

Mainstrea/Literary award fro the Colorado Athors Leage.

It also received a 2020 EVV third-place award in Historical

Fic%on fro the Colorado Independent Pblishers Associa%on.

Larie is crrently the Vice President of Colorado Athors

Leage. Details: www.lariearrwasnd.co

Rachel Weave is the athor of the novel Point of Direc2on,

which Oprah Magazine naed a Top Ten Book to Pick Up Now.

Point of Direc2on was chosen by the Aerican Booksellers

Associa%on as a Top Ten Debt for Spring 2014, by IndieBond

as an Indie Next List Pick, by Yoga Journal as one of their Top

Five Sggested Ser Reads and won the 2015 Willa Cather

Award for Fic%on. Prior to earning her MFA in Wri%ng and

Poe%cs fro Naropa University, Rachel worked for the Forest

Service in Alaska stdying bears, raptors and songbirds. She is

on faclty at Regis University’s low-residency MFA progra,

and at Lighthose Writers Workshop where she won the

Beacon Award for Teaching Excellence in 2018. Her work has

appeared in The Sun, Ge5ysburg Review, CutBank, Blue Mesa

Review, River Teeth, Alaska Women Speak and Fly Fishing New

England. Details: www.rachelweaver.net

Katy L. Wood is a qeer athor and illstrator fro Colorado.

She does aix of tradi%onal and self-pblishing. Details:

www.katy-l-wood.co

Johnny Wothen is an award-winning,l%ple-genre, %e-dye-

wearing athor, voyager, and dan ne han being! Trained

in literary cri%cis and cltral stdies, he writes parket

c%on, long and short,entors others where he can, and

teaches wri%ng at the University of Utah. His best-selling

science c%on series beginning with Of Kings, Queens &

Colonies, and now with Of Civilized Saved & Savages is an epic

tale in the vein of Frank Herbert’s Dune. It is available fro

Flae Tree Press. Like Johnny’sany other %tles these are

available wherever beYer books are sold. Details:

www.johnnyworthen.co
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Than you to ou sta of voluntees!
Including RMFW’s Confeence Commiee:

• Kate Jonusa and Connie Connolly,

Confeence Co-Chais

• Wendy Banhad, Voluntee Chai

• Dani Coleman, Cuiculum Chai

• Mia Landy, VIP Chai

• Jon Chisan, Pitch Maste

• MahewWoolums, Boostoe Chai

• Benadee Soehne, Silent Aucon

Coodinato

• Kevin Wolf, Fist-Time Aendee Liaison

• L.R. Baden, Social Media Chai

• Z.J. Czupo, RMFW Pesident

And a special shout out to the had wo of ou

40th Annivesay Commiee:

Suzie Brooks and Pam Nowak. 

Would you like to be part of our team of conference

volunteers? Email conference@rmfw.org.



Code of Conduct 

The RMFW Colorado Gold Writers Conference is dedicated to providing an inclsive, harassent-free

conference experience for everyone regardless of race, religion, sexal orienta%on, gender iden%ty

and/or expression, age, disability, physical appearance, level of edca%on, or wri%ng experience. We do

not tolerate harassent of conference par%cipants in any for. Conference par%cipants viola%ng these

rlesay be sanc%oned or expelled fro the conference withot a refnd at the discre%on of the

conference organizers.

Harassent incldes, bt is not liited to:

• Oensive verbal coents or behavior conter to the inclsive spirit of

Rocky Montain Fic%on Writers

• Sstained disrp%on of talks or other events

• Inappropriate physical contact and/or nwelcoe aYen%on

• Deliberate in%ida%on, stalking, or following

• Harassing photography or recording

• Advoca%ng for, or encoraging, any of the above behaviors

Par%cipants asked to stop any harassing behavior are expected to coply iediately. Rocky Montain

Fic%on Writers has a zero-tolerance policy. If a par%cipant engages in harassing behavior, Colorado Gold

Writers Conference sta retain the right to take any ac%on they dee appropriate, inclding warning

the oender or iediate explsion fro the preises (inclding virtal plamors) with no refnd.

If yo are being harassed, no%ce that soeone else is being harassed, or have any other concerns,

please contact aeber of the Colorado Gold Writers Conference sta iediately. Sch sta can be

iden%ed on nae badges and willake their appearance known/visible on any online plamor. o

canake a personal report by contac%ng a Colorado Gold Writers Contest sta eber or eailing

conference@rfw.org. This eail accont will be con%noslyonitored for the dra%on of the event.

The Colorado Gold Writers Conference sta will be happy to help par%cipants contact hotel/vene

secrity or local law enforceent, provide secrity, or otherwise assist those experiencing harassent

to feel safe for the dra%on of the conference. We appreciate yor aYendance, andore iportantly,

we vale yor safety and cofort.

This code of condct applies to all ocial Colorado Gold Writers Conference and event spaces (virtal

and live), inclding registra%on, panels,ee%ngs, book roo, hospitality site, website, and or social

edia acconts. The code also applies to social events, sch as recep%ons, breakfasts/lnches,

cereonies, ac%ons, and book signings.

33



34

Fll 1



35


