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CHARTRES

One line

After a keystone shifts, an historic preservationist discovers the connection between the Druids, the Knights Templar, the Freemasons, and a secret they'd kill to keep.
CHARTRES

One paragraph
An American preservationist afflicted with total color-blindness, is uniquely able to see clues Chartres Cathedral’s stained glass windows have hidden from others for centuries.  She and former lover, a French historian, delve into the secrets of the crypt and pursue the link between the brotherhoods of the Druids, Knights Templar, and Freemasons.  The Druids’ mythical virgin mother and the Virgin Mary were the same person . . . and something even more startling has been concealed from humanity.  

If your audience wants to know the end:  Last line could be:

…and humans have an alien origin.

CHARTRES

One-page

Claudia, an American specialist in restoring ancient structures, studies a shifting stone in Chartres Cathedral.  She runs into former lover Charles, a historian pursuing the link between ancient Druids, the Knights Templar and the Freemasons.  Claudia and Charles are lured into the crypt and the cathedral’s otherworldly secrets about the Virgin Mother and the origin of mankind.

Having a rare form of total color-blindness, Claudia is uniquely able to see what Chartres’ stained glass windows reveal.  An old parchment behind the shifting stone refers to the “book of life.”  What is the church trying to say?

Against Vatican law, Freemasons meet in the crypt.  After they are caught spying by Charles’s Father – one of the brothers – a mock execution convinces Claudia and Charles that the Masons guard a secret worth killing for.

Deacon Bernard is unnerved when Charles and Claudia discover a well where all three “brotherhoods” worshipped.  Torn between threats made by the Freemasons and his own conscience, the Deacon admits that a relic, the Virgin Mother’s cloth, survived when the previous church on the site burned.  It was tested and found to be woven of an unknown material.  Protected church documents suggest the Druids’ mythical virgin mother and Jesus’ mother were one in the same.
But there’s more to Chartres’ secret.  Charles and Claudia descend into the well, find ancient Freemason documents and a preserved head – humanoid but not human.

Deacon Bernard removes a stone from the church’s famous labyrinth triggering the collapse of Chartres, just as fourteenth Century Masons cautioned.  Before escaping the building, Claudia and Charles hear the self-sacrificing Deacon yell, “The World is not ready to know.” 
Charles writes of his findings, leaving out the possible alien origins of Mary.  Claudia gets a frantic call to the Mont St. Michelle, Chartres’ sister cathedral.  A stone is shifting in the Mother Mary apse.  Their love rekindled, Charles joins Claudia.  

