Tools of The Pitch: One Line, One Paragraph, One Page
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Put your log line, 1-paragraph, 1-sheet, high Concept to the test:    

Common to all your sales tool:

High concept:
Can it be conveyed in few words? 


High Concept Pitch techniques:

Not what happens, what book/movie is about
Framing technique: One book/film crossed with another or one book/film with a twist.
X meets Y 
Example: Jaws in space (Alien) 
Only compare/mix and match with movies or books that sold well

Does it have popular, glamorous features?
 
Is your idea High Concept…? 
6 Tests:
Can you tell your hook (idea) to someone in 30 seconds?  Can a log line convey your story?
Does the premise sound unique? (hook) 
Does the idea have mass appeal?
       Is its premise, promise and execution implied?
Does it “have legs”? (Likely to run long & successfully in theaters. Often it doesn’t even need a big name attached to sell it)

Log Line   A few words, lots of information

One (two or three) sentence that pitches the gist of the book.
25 words or fewer. (1-3 sentences)

Log Line Includes:
1) Protagonist 
2) main plot   goal and major obstacle/event/battle
3) antagonist
4) Sometimes a sense of time and place (if important to story) 

5) Genre should be implicit, if not explicit.
Urban fantasy love story (too vague) Romeo and Juliet with vampires and werewolves (high concept) 

If story sounds too generic, give it a unique twist.

In log line:    Be sure main conflict is clear.

Are your protagonist and antagonist described by nouns not names (unless famous people) – use an important aspect of the person that matters to the story – flaw is often implied (empathetic)
ex: NOT   Nurse Beverly…  YES  A murderous nurse 

Did you…

Convey a Clear Goal? 

Obstacle: (what stands between protagonist and the goal?)

Is your genre implied?
When thinking genre, think feeling – different emotional adventures:
Comedy?  The humor potential should be obvious.
Thriller?  Does it sounds thrilling?
Romance?  Does it sound romantic?
Action?  Gives sense of action scene potential.

Intriguing Title:
Importance of Titles (let it be an advertisement for your high concept- let it be an attention-getter) Ideally tells you everything you need to know about the movie upfront.
1) Tells what the story is about (ex: Black Widow – about murder)
2) Reveals genre (Gladiator, Goblet of Fire)
3) Sometimes associated with memorable events (Titanic)

Intriguing local:
Interesting subject matter
Easily Understood
Inciting Incident
There’s a problem; it must be solved. (soul of your story)
Suggests action must be taken.  
Creates an emotional response: 

Hook Unique aspect making threat more dangerous or intriguing 
Cheat Sheet for Log Lines:
(TITLE) is a (GENRE) about a (DESCRIPTION OF HERO), who after (INCITING EVENT), wants to (OUTER GOAL) by (PLAN OF ACTION). This becomes increasingly difficult because (OBSTACLES AND COMPLICATIONS) 

OR 

(TITLE) is a (GENRE) about a (DESCRIPTION OF HERO) who must (OUTER GOAL) or else (DIRE THINGS WILL HAPPEN) 

Watch for tone!  Compare:
“A Kansas Runaway is swept away to a magical land in a tornado and embarks on a quest to see the Wizard who can help her return home.”   -  Karen on Wizard of Oz
"Transported to a surreal landscape, a young girl kills the first woman she meets, then teams up with three complete strangers to kill again."  --- Log Line for The Wizard of Oz, attributed to Richard Polito of the Marin Independent Journal, who writes humorously sarcastic briefs for the paper's daily TV listings. 

One Paragraph 
Often used for query letters
One Pager Dynamic Easily understood 
Creates emotional response (but doesn’t tell how we should feel) 
Active not passive
Attributes of protagonist & antagonist 
Implicit genre/time/place (if important)
promise subject 
Gist of book Premise 
thwarted goal 
implied danger Challenge/goal/conflict 
Action required 
locale 
inciting incident 
uniqueness of story line 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1-sheet (one page synopsis) 

What’s in it? 
More on what happens
Only major beats
Major plot
Character motivations, goal, obstacles/antagonist, internal and external struggle, dark moment, arc.  
Does it convey your High Concept?
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https://www.amazon.com/Shu-Mac-Cheese-Karen-Albright/dp/1737077205  
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