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Example 1-page Synopsis

The Wizard of Oz—sample synopsis developed by Alex Kourvo, editor. Find out more at AlexKourvo.com.    (with permission)

Dorothy Gale never intended to kill a witch. When a tornado uproots her house and drops it on a wicked witch, she is lauded as a hero and rewarded with magic ruby slippers. The same tornado has trapped her in a magic land called Oz. Dorothy desperately wants to get home to her family, but the only one who can help her is a wizard who lives a long and dangerous journey away. Her only hope is to find the Wizard of Oz before the witch’s evil sister finds her first.

Dorothy Gale is a farm girl from Kansas. An orphan, she lives with her aunt and uncle. With no siblings or friends nearby, her only playmates are the busy farm hands and her beloved dog, Toto. A dreamy girl, Dorothy longs for adventures that seem to be just out of reach, somewhere over the next rainbow.

When she finds herself trapped in Oz, Dorothy may be getting more adventure than she wished for. With the ruby slippers on her feet the only protection from the Wicked Witch, she sets out for the Emerald city to find the Wizard. She is soon befriended by a Scarecrow, a Tin Man, and a Cowardly Lion, who respectively lack a brain, a heart, and courage. The three decide to accompany Dorothy in hopes that the Wizard will also fulfill their desires, although they demonstrate along the way that they already have the qualities they believe they lack—the Scarecrow has several good ideas, the Tin Man is kind and sympathetic, and the Lion, though terrified, is ready to face danger.

In the Emerald City, the four friends are given an audience with the Wizard of Oz, who appears as a terrifying disembodied head of smoke. He demands that Dorothy bring him the broomstick of the Wicked Witch before he will send her home. The friends are devastated that they are still so far from achieving their quest, but they resolve to do as the Wizard asks.

On the way to the Witch’s castle, Dorothy and Toto are trapped by the Wicked Witch. The Witch threatens to drown Toto, so Dorothy agrees to give her the magic slippers, but the Witch can’t remove them without killing Dorothy. Toto escapes and leads Dorothy’s companions to the castle. After overpowering some of the Witch’s guards, they free Dorothy. During the battle, the witch sets the Scarecrow’s arm on fire. Dorothy throws water on her friend and accidentally splashes the Witch, causing her to melt. 

The four friends then return to the Emerald City in triumph, but the Wizard still won’t grant their wishes. He can’t—he not a wizard at all but an ordinary man. He explains that Dorothy’s companions already possessed what they had been seeking all along, and agrees to take Dorothy home in a hot air balloon. Toto jumps out of the balloon basket and as Dorothy goes after him, the Wizard takes off without her. Just as she despairs of ever getting home, the power of her desire, coupled with the power of the slippers, sends her back to Kansas.

Dorothy wakes up in her own bed in Kansas, surrounded by family and friends, and tells them of her journey. She insists it wasn’t a dream. Dorothy promises that she will never leave home again, because she loves them all...and because there’s no place like home.

