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Make Decisions!

Before you start your story, you must make several decisions. They include the following:
· Which genre will it be?
· Is there a theme? Love/death/power/family/betrayal/…
· Who/what is your main character (MC, protagonist)?
· Will you name them? Are names important?
· What will be the point of view (POV)? There are pros and cons to each (1st, 2nd, 3rd person omniscient or close).
· In what tense will you write (past or present)?
· What is the setting? Include only significant details in flash fiction.
· Who/what is your antagonist/crisis (villain, challenge, internal or external)?
· What will be your MC’s resolution? A twist ending? An ambiguous ending?
Things to remember when writing flash fiction:
· Limit the number of characters (shoot for no more than three, with focus on one).
· Write a first sentence that will hook a reader. Start with an inciting incident. Jump into the action.
· Consider how to include dialogue.
· Keep your focus tight. Don’t include details that don’t add to the plot. No worldbuilding, no backstories. Use one word, not three.
· Make your last line flash . . . BOOM! Cause readers to ponder something or see things differently. Don’t cheat. Remember clues.
· Think about your title. Make it catchy and in keeping with the story. Don’t give away the ending. 
· Write without editing for your first draft. Editing happens later.
